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done by the measure amending the Con-
stitution Acts Amendment Act, and there-
fore it is not necessary for me to make
any further explanation.

THE HON. F. J. 8. WISE (North—
Leader of the Opposition) [8.10 p.m.1: I
am quite prepared to allow this Bill to
pass without debate. It is merely conse-
quential—in justice to the new Ministers—
upon the Bill that has just been passed,
and I support it.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Commitiee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopied.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by
The Hon. A, F. Griffith (Minister for
Mines), and passed.

ADJOURNMENT CF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. A, F. GRIFFITH <(North
i ini i [8.12

I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 1Tth August.

Question put and passed.

p.m.l:

House adjourned at 8.13 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearmanh) took the

Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (29): ON NOTICE
ALBANY REGIONAL HOSPITAL
Use as Nurses’ Training Cenire

Mr.
Health:

Mr.

HALL asked the Minister for

(1) In view of his statement that
nursing education was going
through a period of review,
has consideration been given
to the wusing of Albany
Regional Hospital as a nurses’
training centre?

If so, what are the determina-
tions?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Albany is a training school
for nursing aides, No specific
consideration has been given
to using Albany for training
for the general certificate.
District hospitals have
recently been visited by a
subcommittee of the board.
The subcommittee is engaged
in planning a generalized
basic curriculum.

There are no definite deter-
minations, as yet.

2)

(2)

MEDICAL FRACTITIONERS

Shortage in Country Areas

Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Health:
(1) As there appears to be an acute

(2)

(&)

)

1

shortage of doctors in country
centres, what remedial measures
has the Government in mind to
ease the unsatisfactory position?

What is considered a balanced
ratic of population per medical
practitioner—

(a) city areas;

(b) country areas?

What towns are cut of balance per
head of population per medical
practitioner and what are the
names of the towns?

Albany Regional Hospital:
Additional Appointment
Has the Government given consid-
eration to the appointment of a
resident medical officer in the
Albany Regional Hospital and, if
so, with what result?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

There is no acute shortage of
doctors in the country, but from
time to time small ecountry
practices find difficulty in attract-
ing doctors.

2)

)

4)

Mr.

229

The Government assists local

authorities in guaranteeing in-

comes tp doctors in selected
country areas.

(a) 1 to 900-1,000 inhabitants.
The city doctors include those
in administrative posts and
specialists practice and young
doctors under training.

(b) 1 to 2,000 inhabitants.

I am not aware of a town of 2,000

or more inhabitants without a

doctor.

Yes, but the situation is at present

adequately covered by private

practitioners.

NURSES’ TRAINING
Qualifications
HALL asked the Minister for

Health:

(8 )]

2

(98

What qualifications are necessary
for females and males to enter the
nursing profession under the
headings—
(a) trainee nurses, three-year
course, female;
(b) nursing aides,
course, female;
(¢) trainee nurses, three-year
course, male;
(d) nursing aides,
course, male?
Has there been any alteration in
respect of qualifications laid down
by the Public Health Department
for persons seeking to enter the
nursing profession? If so, what
were the comparable reaquirements
and qualifications for the years
19863, 1964, and 1965?

one-year

one-year

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Regulations for entry to schools of
nursing are the same for male and
female.

GENERAL CERTIFICATE
(Male and Pemale)

(Reg. 22)

Age:— Minimum 173 years,

(Reg. 43)
Education:— A third-year high
school certificate of the Education
Department of Western Australia,
ineluding the subjects of English
and Arithmetic and either Geo-
graphy, History, or Social Studies, -
and two other subjects from the
following list: A Science subject
(Science, Physics, Chemistry,
Biology, Physiology, Hygiene),
Home &Science, Art, Music (4th
Grade Practical and Theory—
AMEB.), a language, Algebra,
Geometry, Geography, History,
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Social Studies, Seripture, or such
other qualification as the board
deems to be an equivalent or
higher qualification.

Provided also that notwithstanding
the provisions of paragraph (d) of
this regulation, the hoard may in
respect of any application for ad-
mission made pursuant to this
regulation before the lst day of
January, 1965, accept in lieu of
the certificate refeired fo in that
paragraph a second year high
school certificate of the Education
Department of Western Australia,
including the subjects of English
and Arithmetic and either Geo-
graphy, History, or Social Studies,
and two other subjects from the
list referred to and set forth in
that paragraph, if the applicant
also completes vocational guidance
tests to the satisfaction of the
board,

AIDE CERTIFICATE
(Male and Female)
(Aide Regs.)

(Reg. 8)
Age:— 16% years.

{Reg. 10)
Education:— At least 6th

Standard Certificate of Education
Department.

General Certificate:— The level
in the above subjects has been
changed from second year high
school in 1963 to third vear high
school as from the 6th February,
1964, However, wuntil the 1st
January, 1965, applicants with
second year high sehool level were
still considered.

Alde certificate:— No change in
education entry to aid training.

DRIVERS’ LICENSES
Inclusion of Age

4. Mr. MOIR asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) Adverting to question 20 of the

(2}

5th August, will he not agree that
compulsion is practised when a
traffic department officer refuses
to grant an initial motor driver’s
license to a person cbviously over
the age of 17 years and obviously
under the age of 75 years solely
for the reason that the person has
not supplied his age for the pur-
pose of display on the motor
driver’s license?

In view of the fact that this is not
o requirement of the Traffic Act,
will he issue instructions that this
practice be discontinued?

)

(4)

()

1

(2)
)

(4)

(5

Is he aware that when a Govern-
ment departmental official at Kal-
goorlie empowered 10 renew motor
drivers’ licenses does so without
insisting on the driver's age being
revealed, a circular purporting ¢
be over the signature of the Com-
missioner of Police and in the fol-
lowing terms is forwarded to the
motorist: —

Dear Sir/Madam,

A recent amendment to the
Traffic Act makes it necessary
for the age of all motor drivers
to be recarded. When applying
for a remnewal of your license
you omitted to show your date
of birth. To avoid inconveni-
ence your license has heen re-
newed, and I would appreciate
yvour co-operation by endorsing
the date, month and year ol
your birth in the space pro-
vided above. On completion,
the form should be posted to the
above address or left at any
police station or traffic office. ?

As this is obviously designed to
convey the impression that the
tendering of the information is
obligatory, will he take steps to
have this discontinued?

Regarding his reply to (2) and
3) of question 20, will he state
precisely where the position of the
date of birth particulars has heen
relocated?

. CRAIG replied:

The Commissioner of Police is not
aware of any instances where a
person applying for an initial
motor driver's license has objected
to supplying his date of birth.

No.

The member's attention is invited
to two facts: first, that the de-
partment has renewed licenses
without the date of birth hbeing
quoted; and, secondly, the holder
is invited to co-operate with the
department by supplying informa-
tion—there is no compulsion.

1 do not agree that the letter in-
fers compulsion and it is not in-
tended to change the procedure.

The driver's license form supplied
te the honourable member will
show the present position; the
previous position is shown in red.
The complaints arose from ¢the
fact that the date of birth couwld
be read through the envelope
{No. 1>. This envelcpe has been
replaced by envelope No. 2.
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“EXPORT ACTION” TELEVISION
SESSION

Free Advertising Medium

Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:

(1) Is he in a position to inform the
House whether exporters and
others associated with the AB.C.
sessions of “Export Action” pay
any fee for such A.B.C. time?

{2) If no fee, why is this not at the
expense of private enterprise TV
stations, rather than at the ex-
pense of the taxpayers?

(3) Since the A.B.C. is not otherwise
availahle for commercial adver-
tising, are not those manufac-
turers who avail themselves of
“Export Action” time simultane-
ously obtaining free or cheap
“local market” advertising at the
expense of competitors in like
commodities?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) to (3) The “Export Action” tele-
vision series is promoted by the
Commonweallh Government De-
partment of Trade and Industry.
Details of the arrangement with
the A.B.C. and participating firms
are not known.

The question of advertising for
the local market is not a con-
sideration as the objeciive of this
nation-wide series is to stimulate
interest among manufacturers,
merchants and others in export
trade, which trade is wvital for
national expansion and economic
growth.

WATER SUPPLIES AT FOINT
SAMSON

Ezxtension

Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for the North-West:

(1) Is he now in a position to give
favourable consideration to ex-
tending the present water system
at Point Samson to enable all
houses at that centre to receive a
reticulated water allotment?

(2) Is it a fact that all that is re-
quired to enable this to be carried
out is additional water storage
capacity, and if so, will he take
steps to make this available in
view of the many years that the
residents have been in need of
additional water supplies?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) It is not proposed to increase the
present commitments of the State
Shipping Service in carting water
to Point Samson.

(2)

No. The storage capacity at Point
Samson is considered adequate to
cope with the water which State
ships are at present able to carry
on an assured hasis.

HARDIE TYRES

Use on Government Vehicles and

Mr,

¢}

)

3

(&)

(2)

3

Defects

BICEERTON asked the Premier:

Did the Government make a con-
tract with the Hardie Rubber Com-
pany concerning the use of Hardie
tyres on all Government vehicles?
If s0, what are the details of the
contract and approximately how
many tyres per year does the Gov-
ernment purchase from this firm?
Have any complaints been re-
ceived from any of the drivers of
Government vehicles or any other
Government employee concerning
the quality of the tyres, and if so.
what are the details of the com-
plaints?

Is it a fact that serious radial
cracks have developed in some
Hardie tyres, particularly on
vehicles used extensively on
country running, and if so, what
action has been taken by the Gov-
ernment?

. BRAND replied:

Yes. In consideration of the com-

pany establishing the tyre making

industry in Western Australia,
which it now operates at Guild-
ford, the State agreed to give

Hardie Rubber Company exclusive

preference to Government business

for a period of three years, pro-
vided that—

{(a) the price of tyres would be
comparable with the prices
charged in Melbourne and
Adelaide;

(b) the quality conformed to
State normal specifications;

{c) the normal conditions of sale
were maintained;

{d) delivery when or within such
time required.

Approximately 7,000 tyres per
annum are supplied.

Officia}l reports are that the ex-
perience with Hardie tyres has
been generally satisfactory and
they are giving no more trouble
than normally found with other
makes of tyres.

No more than could be expected

from any make of tyre.

It is pointed out that some Gov-

ernment vehicles are required to

travel over roads in the outback
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which would severely test the
quality and performance of any
tyre.

In &1l cases where there has heen
a tyre failure, the Government has
approached the company and such
tyre has been replaced free of cost.

MR. C. J. T. EIVERS

Deputy Commissioner of Railways:
Length of Service

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) For what length of time was Mr.
C. J. T. Eivers appointed to the
position of Deputy Commissioner
of Railways before he retired?

Retirement Allowances
At his retirement was Mr. Eivers
paid all accrued and pro rate long
service leave and annual leave at
the commissioner’s rate of pay?
What period of leave was due to
Mr. Eivers?

What was the total amount of
money he received for annual and
long service leave and what would
have been the amount had Mr.
Eivers been paid at the rate of
salary for his former position as
Secretary for Railways?

. COURT repilied:

ist April, 1965 to date of retire-
ment on the 23rd April, 1965.

No, All leave was paid for at the
salary applicable to senior ad-
ministrator.
682 weeks,
leave due.

(&) Amount actually paid for
leave was £6,582 17s. 9d.

(b) This amount was calculated
at the rate for his substantive
position of senior adrminis-
strator.

By way of explanation, the
honourable member asked for the
difference between the amount
paid and what would have been
the position in this officer’s for-
mer position as secretary. In view
of the answers given to the earlier
question I think the reference to
senior administrator is more cor-
rect: but if he wants the other
figures I can arrange to have
them supplied.

2}

3}

{4)

ey

(2)

(3} including pro rata

(4)

TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Tertiary Training: Appointment of
Commitiee of Inquiry
Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Premier:

Since the Martin report on Edu-
cation has now been released, will
he advise the House when he will

10,

11,

set up the proposed committee
of inquiry into the needs of
technical tertiary training in this
State as he promised during the
last election campaign?

. BRAND replied:

Consideration has been given to
the Martin report and I hope to
make an announcement in the
near future.

RESERVE Neo. 24006
Classification

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Lands:

Is Reserve No. 24006 a Class "A”
reserve and, if so, on what date
was it gazetted?

. BOVELL replied:

Reserve No. 24006, comprising
Roebourne Lot 392; is not a Class
“A" Reserve.

On the 13th August, 1954, it was
created a reserve for “Playeground
and Park' and vested in the Shire
of Roebourne for this purpose.

Vesting and Location

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Fauna:

{1) Is Reserve No. 24006 vested in his
department?

If so, on what date was it vested
in his department and for what
purpoese?

Where is this reserve located and
what specific land does it em-
brace?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

No.

It is vested in the Shire of Roe-
bourne for the purposes “Play-
ground and Park.”

It is located in the Roebourne
townsite and embraces about 1
rood and 10 perches.

2

(3

)
(2)

(3)

RAINFALL IN GASCOYNE AREA

Carnagrvon Statistics and Gascoyne

River Flow

12. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Works:

(1) What was the annual rainfall for
Carnarvon for each year since
19447

(2) How many times did the Gascoyne
River flow to the sea in each of
the years since 1944, and in what
months?
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Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) snd (2} Year Rain- Number Months
fail of
(points) flows
1944 997 Nil
1845 834 3 February, June, August.
1948 708 4 February, March,
1947 1,343 3 March, May, July.
1948 631 4 Fevruary, March, April,
June.
1949 1,430 2 February, May.
1950 461 Ndid
1951 082 1 June.
1952 1,173 2 Japuary, May.
1943 1,508 3 March, May, June.
1954 471 1 June.
1955 416 1 February.
1956 014 N
1657 76 2 February, June.
1958 1,164 4 January, March, May,
June.
1959 419 Nif
1960 1,208 2 Februnry, July.
1981 480 3 January, February, April.
1962 059 2 February, June.
1083 2,189 3 January, February, June.
1964 942 2 April, June.
1965 5 March, May, June (twice),
August.

TRAFFIC CONTROL IN COUNTRY
AREAS

Duties of Police and Local Authorities

13. Mr.

GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Traffic:

D

In districts outside the metropoli-
tan traffic area, what traffic duties
are undertaken by the police and
local authorities respectively:—
(1) Where—

(a) fatalities accur;

(b) smashes take place, ac-

companied by  serious
personal injuries;
(c) drivers are obviously

under the influence of
alcohol, or for other
reasons require to be ar-
rested?

(2) In other aspects of control and
enforcement?

. CRAIG replied:

(a) and (b) A copy of Circular
Order Instructions issued by
the Commissioner of Police is
attached for the information
of the honourable member.

(¢) If drivers are observed by
police obviously under the in-
fluence of alcohol, they will
act within the provisions of
section 32 of the Traffic Act.
Should a report be received
from any other person of a
driver in such a condition,
police will make the neces-
sary inquiries with a view to
his apprehension.

Traffic inspectors have simi-
lar powers of arrest for of-
fences under section 32 of the
Act.

(2) Attached is a copy of a Special

Order published in the Govern-
ment Gazette of 1951 at page
1331. Police in country districts
take action in cases involving
dangerous driving, driving under
the influence of liquor, driving
under suspension, and unlawfully
assuming econtrol of a motor
vehicle.

Generally speaking, all other as-
pects of control and enforcement
are undertaken by the local
authorities.

Documents Attached to Reply

Traffic Accidents Outside the
Metropolitan Traffic Area:

The following instructions, in-
tended clearly to define the duties
which the Police shall undertake
in relation to traffic accidents
which take place outside the
Metropolitan Traffic Area, shall be
observed by all Officers.

Whenever a report is recetved at a
Police Station concerning a traffic
aceident, which has occurred out-
side the Metropolitan Traffic Act,
the procedure following will be
adopted.

(1) Fatal Accidents—In all cases
where death hgs occurred or is
likely to occur as a result of a
traffic accident, the Police will
atiend the scene, note and take
measurements of any marks shown
on the road, including the point of
impact if this can be established,
note damage to vehicles and if
practicable have photographs
taken of the vehicles and scene of
the accident.

If deemed necessary, the vehicle
should be impounded.

(2) Serious Acecidents—Involving
injuries to persons. The 1local
authority in whose district such
accident ogeurs is to be immedi-
ately informed of same.

(3) Accidents Where Persons
Injured—Where a person has been
s0 injured as to necessitate his re-
movzl to, and detention in a hos-
pital, or other place, the Police will
commence to carry out the same
full preliminary investigation as is
required for a fatal accident, but
the extent to which they will pur-
sue same will be governed by the
nature of fthe reports of the
medical officers on the condition
pf the injured person. Such re-
ports will be obtained from the
hospital or medical officer periodi-
cally and should the injured person
be removed for treatment to
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another district, the file to be for-
warded through the District Officer
to that district and progress re-
ports continued until—

(a) It is clear that there is no
likelihood of the injuries sus-
fained in the acecident proving
fatal, in which case the file
will be sent to the Distriet
Office for further attention as
set out hereafter.

{b) if death ensues, the file will
be completed in all details for
submission to the Coroner as
set out in paragraph (1),

In all other cases—In all other
accident cases where neither
death nor serious injury has re-
sulted, the Police will not attend
the scene, hut if a report is made
to them, in accordance with the
requirements of the Traffic Act
they will obtain from the person
making the report such informa-
tion as is available concerning the
names and address of the parties
involved, the registered numbers
of the vehicles, loeality in which
the accident occurred, the diree-
tion in which the respective
vehicles were travelling prior to the
accident, and any other relevant
details.

The drivers’ licenses should be
sighted if available.

The drivers of the wehicles or the
persons making the report should
then be instructed to report the
aceident in writing or verbally to
the local authority in whose dis-
triet it gccurred.

A short report embodying these
details shall in all cases be pre-
pared by the Police Officer and
forwarded to his District Officer
and at the same time he shall for-
ward a copy of such report to the
local authority concerned for such
further inquiry or action as that
authority deems hecessary.

In all accidents involving death
or injury to person, the form
Statistical H1l. “Report of the
Road Traffic Accident” shall be
completed by the Police and fur-
nished to the Traffic Office, Perth.

The Statistieal H11 form must not
be held at station pending comple-
tion of other papers concerning the -
accident.

If a Statistical H1l form has been
forwarded giving detalls of a
serious accident and an injured
person later dies, a second form is
to be forwarded, showing the de-
tails and reference made to the
first form forwarded.

If no Statistical H11 form has
been forwarded from a Police
Station outside the metropolitan
area during any one month the
Officer-in-Charge is to forward a
“NIL" return to the Traflic Office,
Perth,

TRAFFIC ACT, 1919-1950

Special Order Authorising
Members of the Police Forece to
Perform Certain Duties as
Inspectors.

Police Department,
Perth, 15th May, 1951,

UNDER subsection (4) of Section
22 of the Traffic Act, 1819-1930
(as approved for reprint on the
20th February, 1950, in Volume 3
of the Reprinted Acts of Parlia-
ment of Western Australia, 1950)
I, Thomas Herman Andersen,
Commissioner of Police, hereby
order that all members of the
Police Foree may in all municipal
and road districts outside or
partly outside the Metropolitan
Traffic Area as prescribed from
time to time under the said Act
and the regulations made there-
under exercise and perform the
duties of inspectors in relation to
the making of all enquiries and
investigations necessary to lay a
complaint, the Ilaying of com-
plaints and the conduct of pro-
ceedings in respect of any offence
against the said Act or Regula-
tions which may have been com-
mitted at the date of his Order
or shall hereafter bhe committed.

Dated this 15th day of May,

1951.
T. ANDERSEN,
Commissioner of Police.

DENTAL TREATMENT AT
FREMANTLE

Juveniles: Post-operative Facilities

14. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
for Heszlth:

(1) Is he aware that subject to ar-

In cases where death or injury has
not occwred, the completion of
form Statistical H11l should be
carried out by the Local Authority.
When a fatal or serious accident

occurs in a country area it is
most IMPORTANT that the form
Statistical H.11 be forwarded
PROMPTLY to the Officer-in-
Charge, Traffic Office, Perth.

rangements with Fremantle City
Council, accommodaton exists at
Fremantle Health Clinic, which
could ke made available to
the adjacent Gustafson Dental
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Clinic for post-operative juvenile
patienis requiring general anaes-
thetic at that clinic?

In view of his previous reply {o
my earlier question—

{a) that such patients would
cause a duplication of staff
and facilities existing at
Perth, and

in view of his undertaking to
make inquiries and further
advise,

is e in a position to make a
statement?

Am I correctly informed that
owing to demand, two juvenile
post-operative patients occasion-
ally occupy the same bed at the
Perth Clinic?

If the answer is in the affirmative,
and on the assumption that Fre-
mantle patients contribute to the
demand at Perth and the pro-
gressive increase in Fremantle
area population, will he consider
making available—

(b)

(a) full treatment including
anaesthetic;

(b) oecasional treatment as in
(a);

at the address mentioned?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

and (2) No; but the provision of

post-operative facilities adjacent -

to the Gustafson Clinic would not
help with the problem of provid-
ing a general anaesthetic service
at Fremantie.

The welfare of the patient is the
main consideration in referring
patients to the Perth Dental Hos-
pitat from the Gustafson Dental
Clinie for extractions under gen-
eral anaesthesia.

The policy of the Perth Dental
Hospital Is that extractions under
general anaesthesia are treated as
a specialty and are undertaken
under conditions under which all
elective surgery is done, namely:
that all known risks are elimi-
nated before the treatment is
undertaken—
by the preparation of the
patients pre-operaiively;
the use of the most up-to-date
equipment by the special-
ist-anaesthetist: and
in the case of unforeseen cir-
cumstances, in regard to
the patient’s reaction to the
anaesthetic or difficulties
that may oceur in regard
to extractions.
For these reasons it is considered
that this treatment should be
undertaken in a well-equipped

3)

)
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theatre with adjacent post-
operative facilities which could
not be provided at the Gustafson
Clinie,

Yes, but the occasional occupying
of beds by two juvenile patients
does not affect the clinical efficl-
ency of the post-operative treat-
ment.

Answered by (1) and (2).

EQUAL PAY FOR THE SEXES

15.

Mr.

Government Policy
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Education:

(1)

2)

(3}

1)

3)

Is it not a fact that the Govern-
ment has stated a number of
times that it is not opposed to the
principle of equal pay for equal
work?

Is the Governmeni in favour of
the principle?

How does the Government justify
its instructions to the Education
Department’'s advocate to oppose
the claim of the Teachers’ Union
for equal pay?

. LEWIS replied:

and (2) The Government has
stated that it is not opposed to the
principle of equal pay for equal
work but it believes that a deci-
sion on this prineciple should be
made by the Industrial Commis-
sion, which is the supreme statu-
tory authority econcerned with
general conditions of employ-
ment.

The department’s advocate was
instructed to take the stand that
a decision on the principle of
equal pay for equal work should
not he made by a tribunal which
deals only with a small section of
the State Government’s em-
ployees but rather that such a
decision should emanate from the
State's supreme arbitration
authority.

DREDGE “SIR JAMES MITCHELL”
Watchman: Employment from Sunset

16. Mr.

to Sunrige
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Works:

1)

(&)

When was the dredge Sir James
Mitchell moved to a position in
the fishing boat harbour at Fre-
mantle?

Since taking up her position, why
has the vessel not had a watch-
man ahoard from sunset to sunrise
as required by law?
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(3) From what source does the Gov-
ernment derive the authority to
enable it to excuse a shipowner
from complying with his statutory
obligations?

(4) Is this a further example of the
Government’s thinking that where
an amendment of the law is under
consideration there is no obliga-
{,ion upon it to observe the existing
aw?

Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) The 4th August, 1965.

(2) to (4) The regulation which re-
quires a watchman to be on board
from sunset to sunrise is an out-
dated one and has never been en-
forced in fishing boat harbours.
If it were enforced it would mean
that every boat, irrespective of
size, within the fishing boat har-
bour would have to be manned
during the night. This would be
impracticable and foolish to en-
force.

. Tonkin: Only vessels over 350
tons.

, ROSS HUTCHINSON: No; it is

not. Research is being carried on
at present to see which of these
outdated regulations can be re-
pealed or amended in the light
of present-day thinking.

ELECTRICITY CHARGES: NEW
METHOD

g

8

Effect on Revenue

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Electricity:

(1) Was the total reduction in revenue
resulting from the new method of
charging introduced on the l1st
October last and which was stated
in July to be approximately
£130,000 per year and is currently
said to be £150,000 a year a net
reduction or is it offset by sub-
stantial savings in expenditure?

Effect on Pensioners and Widows
(2) Is it realised that in the main it
is the pensioners and widows who
are penalised as a result of the
adoption of the new method?
(3) Is this not most inequitable in the
circumstances?

Mr. BOVELL (for Mr, Nalder) replied:

(1) The new method of charging for
electricity was introduced on the
1st Qctober, 1963, and based on
sales figures for the year ended
the 30th June, 1963. The re-
duction to the consumer at this
time was estimated to be £130,000.
The figure of £150,000 is based on
current sales over an increased
number of consumers.

(2)

(3)

All consumers who use a small
amount of electricity are slightly
affected.

No. Electricity rates are low for
small consumers in this State,

18. This question was postponed.

19, Mr

Mr,

NUCLEAR POWER
Use by Government

. HAWKE asked the Premier:

Has the Government any present
intention of allowing the use of
nuclear power for any public work
or other project being developed
or to be developed in Western
Australia in the foreseeable
future?

BRAND replied:

No decision has been made or is
required at this juncture in re-
spect of nhuclear energy for any
public work or other project in
this State,

Approaches were made to the Gov-
ernment about the feasibility of
using nuclear energy, as developed
by the United States Atomie
Energy Commission FPlowshare
Organisation, for purposes of
developing a majfor port in the
vicinity of the mouth of the Robe
River. The matter was passed to
the Commonwealth Government
for consideration.

The Commonwealth is the only
authority that can discuss such a
matter officially with the Govern-
ment of the United States of
America.

When the result of the Common-
wealth’s study of the matter is
advised to us, we will consider all
aspects of any proposal before
making a decision.

The foregoing is independent of
any consideration of nuclear
energy for power generation which
is in a different category. World
developments in this field are
kept under review although there
are no proposals currently before
the State Government for nuclear
power stations.

RECREATION RESERVE AT WEMBLEY

20. Mr
(L

2

DOWNS: LAND RELEASED
Extent and Previous Quner

. GRAYAM asked the Premier:

Is it a fact that the Government
has released about 3% acres in the
Wembley Downs area for a recrea-
tion reserve?

By whom was such land owned or
in whom was it vested and for
what purpose?
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Market Value

What is the estimated market
value of the land?

Reasons for Release

Was the decision to release this
land made on account of the action
of the Minister for Town Planning
in having allowed the Hale School
authorities to sell their land in-
stead of making provision for
public open space as is the usual
requirement of subdividers?

If not, for what reasons?

Adequacy and Suitabilily

Does he consider the area now
made available by the Govern-
ment, and being on the extreme
sputhern boundary of Wembley
Downs adjoining about 1,000 acres
of public open space, to be a
satisfactory substitute for a more
centrally situated site which would
and should have been available
except for the Minister’s action?

In view of the fact that Wembley
Downs comprises approximately
1,000 home sites and there is only
one other reserve suitable for play-
ing fields, but which is being de-
veloped for tennis and bowls, does
he consider the district is now
reasonably catered for in the
matter of recreation areas?

., BRAND replied:

Yes.

This area was part of an extensive
undeveloped broad acre holding
owned by the State Housing Com-
mission.

(3) to (5) After inspection of the resi-

(6)

D

dential and recreational develop-
meni to the west of Churchlands
had shown it would be desirable to
augment the existing open space in
the southern sections, and as the
commission would be required to
provide land for public open space
when it subdivided Churchlands,
the Government decided to add
the area of 3% acres to the existing
Reserve 25999 of 2 acres 3 roods
36 perches, which is substantially
developed for recreational use by
loeal residents. This area will
constitute part of the open space
provisions to be made by the com-
mission as a condition of approval
of the Churchlands subkdivision.

The land is not regarded as a
substitute.

Yes. I believe this meets with
the general requirements of recrea-
tional areas.

IRCN

21, Mr,
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ORE DEPOSITS AT DEEPDALE
F.O.B. Prices of Products

GRAYDEN asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Mines:

22, Mr,

If and when Degpdale iron ore is
processed in that area by BH.P.
and pelletised or subjected to
some other similar process, what is
an apbroximate estimate of the
f.o.b. value of the various grades
of pellets or other material likely
to be produced?

. BOVELL replied:

No sales contracts for Deepdale
pellets are known to be held by
B.H.P. at this stage, but based on
estimates of costs of mining, trans-
port, pelletising, and handling and
the prices negotiated by others
who have letters of intent for ex-
port pellets from similar ore, the
current f.0.b. price could approxi-
mate £5 5s. per ton.

The iron content and destination
of the pellets wouild have a bear-
ing on this figure.

GAS SUPPLIES
Charges to Consumers
DAVIES asked the Minister for

Electricity:

L

2

(3)

4)

(5

)

N

Mr,

(1)

)

(3>
(4}

When was the 9s, per quarter
service charge applied to con-
sumers’ gas accounts?

Is this a flat rate applied to all
gas accounts?

Approximately how many consum-
ers’ gas accounts does the State
Electrictiy Commission have?
What are the charges for gas at
present?

What were the charges for gas
before the introduction of a service
charge?

What increased revenue Is ex-
pected in one year from the new
method of assessing charges?
What other States apply a charge

or charges similar to the service

charge?

BOVELL (for Mr, Nalder) replied:

On all gas accounts issued on and

after the 1st June, 1865.

All gas consumers are charged 9s.

per quarter as part of the new

method of charging.

44 .440.

Pirst 3,000 units per month—
1.5d. per unmit.

All over 3,000 units per month-—
1.0d. per unit.

A standing charge of 3s. per
month and all metered units
are charged to all consumers.
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First 17,000 units per month—
1.556d. per unit.
Next 7,000 units per
1.50d. per unit.
Next 17,000 units per
1.40d. per unit.

All gver 21,000 units per month—

1.304. per unit,
Approximately £50,000.

Vietoria,
Tasmania.

South Australia.

month—

month—-

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION

23. Mr

ACCOUNTS
Charges: Itemisation
. DAVIES asked the Minister for

Electricity:

)

2)
3)

(4)

(6 5]
2
(3)

Is he aware that State Electrieity
Commission accounts issued to
consumers do not show the charge
per unit of electricity?

When was this practice discon-
tinued?

What was the reason for such
action being taken?

Would it not be reasonable to
show the cost per unit of elec-
tricity so that consumers can
check the calculation of accounts?

. BOVELL (for Mr. Nalder) replied:

Yes.

Approximately 15 years.

and (4) The capacity of the billing
machine in use would not allow
the printing space required to
show the rates -when assessed to
the second decimal place.

BUILDERS' REGISTRATION ACT

24. Mr.

for

Subcontractors: Registration

W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
Works:

Will he give consideration to the
matter of amending the Builders’
Registration Act to provide that
subcontractors must be registered
after having passed the appropri-
ate examinations?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON renplied:

It is intended to give consideration
to a number cof proposals for
amending the Builders® Registra-
tion Act next session and this
matter will be included.

LONG SERVICE LEAVE FOR
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

25. Mr
)

Reciprocal Agreement with
Commonwealth

. W. HEGNEY asked the Premier:

Will he give consideration to the
matter of entering into a reci-
procal agreement or arrangement

26.

27.

(2)

Mr.

(1

(2)

with the Commonwealth Govein-
ment for long service leave for
employees transferring from one
to the other service?

Have any representations been
made to him by any industrial
organisation (State or Federal) in
connection with this matter?

BRAND replied:

This matter has received some
consideration in relation to reci-
procity, not only with the Com-
monwealth but with other States.
A decision has not yet been made,
There is no record of any such
approach.

INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION

Mr
for

(1)

2y

1
(2)

Mr.

for
1)

&)

Mr.

1)
3]

Jurisdiction: Extension

. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
Labour: )
Will he give favourable considera-
tion to the maftter of extending
the authority of the Industrial
Commission to enahle it to—
(g) grani retrospectivity, when

considered justified, with
respect to  delivery of
awards;

(b) control labour only sub-
contract work?

If the reply to (1) is “No"” wholly

or in part, what is the reason?

. O'NEIL replied:

No..

In regard to (1) <(a) prompt
.action by unions in approaches {o
the Industrial Commission should
result in no undue delay.

In regard to (1) (b) as there is
no relationship of master and ser-
vant in these contracts, it is not
considered that this is a matter
which should bhe subject to the
jurisdiction of the Industrial
Commission.

LAND AT KUNUNURRA
Release of Blocks

RHATIGAN asked the Minister

Lands:

Will any blocks be auctioned for

sale this year at Kununurra?

If so, what is the number of—

(a) residential;
(b) business.

and where are these blocks sited?

BOVELL replied:

Yes.

(a) It is expected that 10 resid-
ential sites in Xonkerbetry
Drive and River Fig Avenue
wil] be submitted to auction
within two months,
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(b} 18 business sites in the area
bounded by Konkerberry
Drive, Messmate Drive, and
River Fig Avenue are at pre-
sent being surveyed for re-
lease later this year.

HAWKER SIDDELEY BUILDING

SUPFPLIES

Cutting of Permissible Intake of Timber

28. Mr,

for
(1)

)
)

4)

{5)

16)

(1)
{2)

ROWBERRY asked the Minister
Forests:

Has the firm of Hawker Siddeley
Building Supplies again failed to
cut the permissible intake in the
timber mills owned by the firm in
this State in the year 1964-657

If so, in what timber mills?

What is the permissible intake in
each mill owned by the firm?

If the actual intake feli short of
the permissible intake, in any mill,
by what percentage did it so do?

How much less than 60 per cent.
of the permissible intake does this
represent—

(a) in loads;

(b} in royalties?

Will the firm be charged for the
amount by which the actual in-
take falls short of the permmissible
intake in accordance with the
provisions of the Forests Act and
regulations?

. BOVELL replied:

Yes.
Pemberton.

29.

(&)

(4)

5

®

23¢9

Loads per annum.

Shannen River ... 32,000
Pemberton 50,040
Kent River 6,000
Buckinghams 9,800
Banksiadale 37,500
Dwellingup 17,000
Worsley 9,000
Manjimup 38,000

The only mill ﬁ.'here the actual
intake fell below the permissible
to any degree was &t Pemberton
where it was down to 50 per cent.
(a) 4998.2 loads,

{b) £4,498 7s. bd.

Yes. An account for the above
amount has already been ren-
dered.

MINING RESERVES

North of 26th Parailel: Delails

Mr.

BICKERTON asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Mines:

(L

(2)

Mr.

D

Will he supply a list of the mining
reserves held above the 26th
parallel showing in each case—

(a) location;
() minerals concerned;
{c) by whom held;

{d) period for which reserve was
granted;

(e) date of expiration of reserve?

Murchison Area:r Detlails
Will he supply similar informa-
tion for the Murchison area?
BOVELL replied:

and (2} The information desired
is as follows:—

LIST OF MINING TENEMENTS GRANTED FOR IRON ORE
AS AT 30th JUNE, 1965

(M.L. = Mineral Lease ; T.R. = Temporary Reserve; M.O. = Mineral Claim)

Tenement, Aren, . Map
Name and Address ‘Number (Sq. Milos) Locality Sheet
Bel Bros. Pty. Ltd., 136 Great Eastern | T.R. 1991H 50 Pompey’s Pillar 18
Highway, South Guildford 2385H 50 Pompey’s Pillar 18
2386H 50 Pompey's Pillar 18
Total 3 150
D, F. D, Rhodes Pty. Ltd., Tate Street, | T.R. 1988H 50 Nimingarra 14
Welshpool, and Albert G. Sims Ltd.,
Price Street, Subiaco
D. F. D. Rhodes Pty. Ltd., Tate Street, | T.R. 1987H 5 Yarri 14
Welshpool
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LIST OF MINING TENEMENTS GRANTED FOR IRON ORE—continued.

J Tenement Aren . Ma
Name and Address Number {8q. Miles) Locality She§t
Consolidated Gold Fields (Australia) Pey. | ML. 3SA 16 Mt. Goldsworthy ... 14
Ltd., Cyprus Mines Corporation, Utah | T.R. 2574H 19 Mt. Goldsworthy ... 14
Construction and Mining Company, 2584H 49-6 Mt. Goldsworthy ..., 14
¢/0 Mt. Goldsworthy Mining Associates, 2585H 50 Mt. Goldsworthy ... 14
214 8t. George’s Terrace, Perth 2601H 15-43 | Yarri
2692H 1-25 | Yarri
26931 2-80 | Yarri
2694H 6-4 Yarri
2698H 4:12 | Strelley Gorge
2699H 5-6 Strelley Gorge
2708H 3'00 | Marble Bar 14
2709H 3-84 | Marble Bar 14
2710H 5-40 | Marble Bar 14
27110 1:20 | Marble Bar 12
2712H 6-72 | Marble Bar 11
2713H 10-40 | Marhle Bar 14
2714H 17-50 Marhle Ber 14
2715H 10-00 Mt. Goldsworthy ... 14
2716H 4-00 | Mt. Goldsworthy ... 14
2717H 4-00 | Mt. Goldsworthy ... 14
3156H 650-00 | Mt. Robinson 14
Total 21 917-26
The Broken Hill Proprictary Coy. Ltd., | M.L. 2SA 40:24 | Koolyanobbing and 5
37 St. George's Terrace, Perth Mt. Bungalbin
T.R. 2045H 4 Koalyanobbing 5
2030H 50 Duck Creek 13
2031H 30 Duck Creek 13
2033H 50 Duck Creek 13
2037H. 50 Duck Creek . 13
2115H 50 Hamersley Range ... 13
2300H 50 Hamersley Raoge ... 13
2301 H 50 Hamersley Range .... 13
2302H 50 Hamersley Range ... 13
2303H 50 Hamersley Range ... 13
2304H &0 Hamersley Range ... 13
2305H 50 Hamersley Range ... 13
2346H 40 Hamersley Range .... 13
2348H 40 Hamersley Range .... 13
3358H 600 Roy Hill .. 14
3359H 50 Yandicoogina 14
Total 17 1,32¢-24
Hamersley Iron Pty. Limited, 95 Collins | T.R. 2702H 1,506-52 | Hamersley Range ... | 13 and 14
Btreet, Melbourne 27034 1,199-09 | Hamersley Range ... | 13 and 14
Total 2 2,705-61
Mt. Newman Iron Ore Company Limited, | T.R. 3225H 400 Opthalmia Range ... 1
Cairos House, cor. Thomas and Rich- 3226H 258 Opthalmia Range ... ; 11 and 14
ardsor: Streets, West Perth 3227H 100 Opthalmia Range ... 1
Total 3 758
T.R. 2149H 49 Yalgoo 4

Iron Hill Pty. Ltd., ¢/o A. Macdougall,

19 Karoo Street, South Perth
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LIST OF MINING TENEMENTS GRANTED FOR IRON ORE—continued.

. Tenement Area’ - Ma,
Name and Address Number {Sq. Miles) Locality Sh egt
Basic Materials Co. Pty. Limited, 167 | T.R. 2400H 92 Hamersley Range ... 13
St. George’s Terrace, Perth 2401H 9-6 Hamersley Range ... 13
2402H 6-1 Hemersley Range ... 13
2403H 8-8 Hamersley Range ... 13
2404H 12-8 Hamersley Range ... 13
2405H 5-6 Hamerlsey Range ... 13
2406 H 61 Hamersley Range .... 13
2407TH 5:0 Hamersley Range ... 13
2408H 10-3 Hamersloy Range ... 13
2400H 9-0 Hamersley Range ... 13
2410H 15-3 Hamersley Range ... 13
2411H 50 Hamersloy Range ... 13
2412H, 5:4 Hamersley Range ... 13
2413H 10-1 Hamersley Range ... 13
2414H 110 Hamersley Range ... 13
2415H 33-3 Hamersley Range ... 13
2416H 22-8 Hamersley Range ... 13
2417H 14-7 Hamersley Range ... 13
Total 18 246
A, C. Acton & W. P. Coleman, P.O. Box | T.R. 2357TH 5.0 Ravensthorpe Range 2
29, Ravensthorpe
Western Mining Corporation Limited, | T.R. 1969H 50 Mt. Jackson 5
G Sherwood fJourt, Perth 1970H 50 Die Hardy Range .... 5
. 1971H 50 Die Hardy Range ... 5
1972H 50 Tallering Peak 7
1973H 50 Morawa ... 4
2633H 50 Morawe 4
2634H 50 Morawa 4
2756H 675 Morawa 4
M.C. 878H 0-47 | Morawa .
1008H 0-47 Morawa
Total 10 418-44
Mineral Mining & Exports (W.A.} Pty. | M.C. 766H Seott River
Ltd., 55 St. George’s Terrace, Perth to 778H
{inclusive)
820H Scott River
to 856H
(inclusive)
880H Secott River
Total 51 23-85
Australian Tron & Steel Limited, 37 St. | M.L. 10-12 Cockatoo Igland ...
George's Terrace, Perth 43 Cockatoo Island ...
50-66 Koolan Istand
67-68 Irvine Island
Total 23 1-18
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No.

1601H

2350H
24480

2657H

2661H

2686H

2687H
2722H

2723H
2724

2720H

2730H
2752H

2002H
2904H
2023H
2924H

2074H
2075H
. 2076I
2077H

30047

30530
31121
3122H

312¢H
3128H
3120H
81334

3150H

Holder Area Locality Miperal Perlod  |Expiry Date
$q. mls,

West Austrolian Petrolenm | 2,88¢ | Broome Salt, Potash and other | 6 years ... 22/2/66

Pry. Litd. evupnritm Sulphur
and assoried ’\Imemlﬂ
Brgkeri thill Proprietary 01-4h Exmouth Gulf Limestoge 4 years ... | 22/10/65
New COnsolidat.ed Goldﬂclds 968 | Thadoona HilI Copper, Lead and Zinc | 4 years 6 8/8/G6
(A'sin) Piy. Lid months
aeres

Au;zralii\‘al Blue Asbestos | 5,100 Witienoom Gerge ... | Blue Asbeslos ... 3 years ... 21/1/66

¥ $q. mis.

South-Western Mining Ltd. A Blackstone Range ... | Nickel minerals and min- | 2 years 6 10/8/65
erals assoclated or com- months (BRenewsl
bined therewith applieation

lodged)

Pickandas Mather & Co. (14,100 | Kimberley ... Al minerals except Gold, | 4 years ... | 30/0/07

International . Iren, Oil and Gas

do, do, do. 14,000 do, do. do. do. de. ... 30/68/67
Westfleld Minerals W.A. 48 Yannery Hills Copper . 2 years s 25/1/66

N.L. months

do, do, do. 12 Glenroebourne Copper and Cobalt .., do. 25/1/86G

do. do. do. 305 | Wyloo Silver, Lend Copper and do. 25/1/66

do. do. do. 200 Mt. Vernon Capper, Lend Zine and do. 25/1/66

do. do. 100 Tulgul - Lead nnd %lh-er do. . 25/1/860

Australl:m Blue Asbestos 44 }ampu-e Gorge Asbestos .. " 2 years ... 21/1/66

Australnn ‘Selection {Pro- 125 Gabanintha COpper Lend, Zine and | 1 yenr 5% | 31/12/65

prietary) Ltd. ' Nickel maonths

Gegtechpics Australin Piy. 21 do, Coepper 1 year 7 21/1/86

Lid. months
Australian Blue Asbestos 18 Wittenoom Gorge— | Asbestos.... do. 2171766
Pty. Lid, South-east of '
Ashburton prlorahon Co. B3 | Ashburton River ... | Copper, Silver and Lead { 1 yoar 3 | 23/7/65
Pty, Ltd. weeks {Rcnewsal
npphcahon
lodged)

West.geld Minerals (W.A) 25 Sherlack Asbestos 1 ycm; h; 25/1/66

h morn

do. do. do. 32 | Monte Carlo Copper, Lend and Silver do. .. 25/1/66

do, do. da, 16 Range Station Copper, L . do. 25/1/66

do. do. do. 25 Eumarioa ... Copper do. 25/1/6G
acres

Thé: Mo}llnt Magnet Shire 12 Mount AMagnet ‘Water for swimming pool | Indefinite

ounc
sq. mls

Hamersley Iron Ply. Lid. 731 Kiog Bay ... leeskétrx]e,n l&lmesands 6 mounths | 31/8/65
aul ellgr

Francis Henry Jones 30 | Horsehoe Lights ... | Copper .g . 1 yenrk 3 | 31/12/65

WEEeKs
C.R.A. Exploration Piy. 133 Fitzroy Crossing— | Silver, Lead, Zioc apd | 6 months 8/8/65
Lid. 20 miles south- Copper {Renewal
east of application
lodxed)
acres

Roh}:srt Zincaft Fesse Hum- W00 Ngarari Copper 12 months | 16/411/65

rys

Reginald Poswell Synnot 300 | Jimblebar ... do. 7 months 14/8/65

and Norman juvis Allen
o.  da. o. 300 Tlgarari e do. do. ... 14/8/G5
Geﬁ%ﬁchmcs (Aust.) Pty 300 Gabaniotha Gold 12 months 21/1/66
3q. mls. E
Alliance Petrolenm (Aust.) (17,300 Constance Hedland | Evaporite minerals, in- do. 14/3/66
N.L. —Lake Disappoint-]  cluding Potassium
ment compounds, Rock Salts,
Gypsum, Anbydrite,
Apatite and associated
FPhosphate and Sulphur
miaerals
Phosphate Exploration Co. 143 Exmouth Gulf area | Phosphate and Phos- do. 14/5/86
phatic minerals
do. do. do. 52 do. do, do. do. do. do. 14/3/606
do. do. do. 13 Minliya Station ... do. de. do. do. 14/3/66
do. do. do. 132 Wandagee Station... do. do. do. do. 14/3/66
do. do. do. 110 [ Middalya Station .. do, do. do, do. 14/3/66
do. do. do. . 80 Wandapgee Statlon do. do. do, do. - 14/3/66
do. do. do. 52 do. do. do. do. do. 14/3 /66
do. do. do. 140 Gascoyne Junctmn do. do. da. do. 14/3/86
do. do. do. 65 do. do. do. do. do. do. 14/3/66
Electrolytic Zinc Co. of | 4,800 Ly ndon River Phosphates do. 14/6/66
Australasia Lud
Ht}i‘?é: Brothera (Aunst.) Pty. 47-8 | Carnarvon—Southof | Solar Salt do. 8/2/66
acres
do. do. ao. 55 Babhage Icland, do. do. 9/2/G6

Carparvon




[Wednesday, 11 August, 1965.) 243

TEMPORARY RESERVES FOR MINBRALS OTHER THAN TRON——coniinucd

¥o. Holder ' Area I Locality Winera] Porlod  |Bxpiry Date
&q. mls.
31314 lie]igﬁ Brothers {Aust.) Piy. 16:5] Carparvon—Northof | Solar Salt w. | 12 months 9/2/66
. acres
3182 do. deo. do. 400 | Broome Townsite— do. ... do. ... 9/2/68
West of
4. mls
3183H do. do. do. 6-1] Broome Townsile—— do. .. do. ... 9/2/68
. North-east of
S1M4H Cyanamld Australin Ply. | 4,200 Oa.glmon to Cape | Phosphate do. .. 14/3/66
urier
31958 6,400 ])l.mpler])ownsaren do. ... do. 14/3/6G
$228H W&lxil Creck Consohdaccd 33 Whin Creek Copper Lead, Silver and | 8 months | 23/11/65
3220H Hamerslcs' Iron Piy. Lid. 240 | King Bay ... So!ar Salt. do. .. "0/10/65
3234H | T.M.C, thmmem" Cor- | 1,495 | Minilya Phosphate minerals ... | 12 months 8/5/06
poratien
3235H | Leslie Salt Co. ... 15G | Port Hedland ... | Sodar Salt o | 8 months {| 6/11/65
3237H | Francis Heory Jopes ... 300 | Horsehoe Lights ... | Copper ... v | 3 montha | 31/8/65
aeres
33741 | Cyprus Mines Corporation, 125-7] Port Hedland Limestone o | 10 months | 22/4/66
Utah Construction and 2 wecks
Mining Company & Con-
solida%sd golcl Fietds
(Australin) Pty. Lid.
8375H do. do. do. 125-7 do. do, do. ... | 22/4/66
2205 do. do. do. 1,430 do. Sand and’ leestone ... | 12 months | 23/4/66
33900 do. do. do. 60 do. Quartzite . do. ...} 22/4/66
&, mls.
342¢H Prilajier Properties Pty. 288 | Mt. Marmion Coal do. ... { 20/7/G6
3427H go. do. do. 108 Kimbcrley Downs .. do. .. do. ... { 28/7/66
3428H do. do. do. 217 | Ellendnle ... do. ... do. .. | 28/7/66
3420H do. do. do. 117 Mt. Anderson do do. .. 20/7 /66
3430H da, do, do. 184 } Liveringa ... do. do. 20/7/06
J431H de. do. do. 80 do. do do 20/7/86
3432H do. do. do. 36 do. do do 20/7/68
3433H de. do, do. 224 Knlx geda do do. ... { 20/7/66
3434H do. do. do. 57 | Nerrima . do. ... do, ...y 0/7/80
3139H Asi\;%ginled Minerals Py, 35 | Marsh Hill Gypsum ... .. | 6 months 14/1/86
3445H | Oro Grande Lime & Stone 114 | Mt. Hardman Phosphate, Copper, Lead, | 12 months 14/7/66
Co. Zine and Tin .
34460 do, do. do. Nerrima .. do. do. do. do. 14/7 /66
3447H do. de. do. 433 | Noonkanbah do. do. do. do. ... 14/7/66
J4BH do. do. do. 8,000 Gascoyne Juncl.l(m do. do. do. do. ... 14/7 /66
acres
834510 | Pilbars Tin Pty. Ltd. ... 300 | Blue Spec ... Antimony and Geld ... { 6 months 572766
3452H do. do. 300 do. do. do. do. ... §/2/86
34530 do. do. 30{{9 do. do. do. do. .. 5/2/66
aq. mls.
3471H | Pickands Mather & Co. In- 350 | Specwah Station ... | All minerals except Gold, do. ... | 31/12/85
ternational . Iron, Oll and Gas
3475H | Valdez Mines Ltd. e 2,500 Nuunerg Pool Phosphates -... | 12 months 14/7/66
S476H do. do, 800 [ Meedo Station do. do. .| 14/7/66
J477H | Mines .]:."(Dlt)l’ﬂt:lOIlPty Ltd. 5,850 | Derby - do. do. ... ]| 14/7/66
349011 C}E?:mld Australin Pty 700 | Gladstone ... do. 14/8/66
3401H | Texnda Mines Lfd. 2,457 Catparvon ... Brines and Lvaporltes 12 months 16/8/86
35001 { United States Metals Re. | 1,840 Admiralty Gulf Bauxite ... -~ |1 year O 20/4/67
fining Co. months
3501H do. do. do. 706 Couchman Range ... do, ... do. ... | 20/4/87
3502H do. do. do. 3356 Meealoyoo Hill . do. do. ... 20/4/87
35030 do. do. do. 127 Alt. Connor do. .. do. .. 20/4/67
$507H Auﬂ&alian Selection {Prop.} 12 Gabanintha Cog}im{,]Lead, Zine oand | ... e | 31/12/65
. {icke]
3510H | Cliffs Yestern Aunatralia 30 Balmoral Slation | Waler ... ... } 12 months 30/8/86
M:imng Go. Phy. Ltd. Homestead
3511H do. do. do. 39 Mt Boid ... do. do. .. 30/6/66
J517H Thu:ss Bros. Pty. Lid. 450 | Kimberley Dowas . | Coal do. 20/7/66
25181 | do. do. e | 1,130 Grant Ttange do. do. ... 20/7/66

CONSTIFUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the 10th August,
on the following motion by Mr. Brand
(Premier) :—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. HAWKE (Northam—Leader of the
Opposition) [454 pm.): This Bil] segks
parliamentary approval for the appoint-
ment of two additional Ministers. The
Premier, when justifying the Bill to the
Assembly, argued that the expansion of the
State, including a considerable increase
in governmental activities through wvari-
ous departments, had been such since the



244

present maximum number of 10 Min-
isters was established as to warrant the
;{IJDOintment of more Ministers at this
ime,

I concede the argument has some merit.
;n .'_:lddition, I think it could be used to
justify the appointment of four more, six
more, eight more, or even 10 more Minis-
ters, for that matter. It might be bene-
ficial to the people of the State to have
many more Ministers than will be the
bosition even after this Bill has become
law. I think most members would be
aware Ministers can make their jobs
extremely heavy or far less heavy. A
great deal depends upon the individual
controlling each department, or each
group of departments. Some Ministers
concentrate far more upon gaining an in-
side knowledge of the workings of their
departments; they concentrate much more
than others on getting to know each prob-
lem which develops in a great deal of
detail and, naturally, they give to their
work not only a great deal more atten-
tion but also a great deal more time.

Other Ministers, differently built and
differently inclined. do not go to anywhere
near the same amount of trouble or make
the same detailed examinations: they are
content fo accept summaries of problems
and situations which are submitted to
them by their departmental officers.
Therefore, as 1 say, the argument that
the State is expanding and departmental
activities are growing, and this justifies
the appointment of two additional Minis-
ters, could be extended to argue for an
even greater number than twe additional
appointments to the Ministry.

I know that as a result of the last elec-
tion the Liberal Party section of the Gov-
ernment came back with an increased
membership on the basis of the pre-
election numbers; and, on a pro rata basis.
the Liberal Party was naturally entitled
to have additional members in the Min-
istry and, on the other hand, the Country
Party was entitled to have fewer Minis-
1t_:gers than was the case hefore the elec-
ion.

Any move along those lines would have
created considerable difficulties for both
pariners in the Government. Clearly the
members of the parliamentary Country
Party would not wish to be deprived of any
ministerial representation; they would
probably have insisted that their number
be not reduced. I am confident some of
them would have been prepared to fight
the proposal to a fairly hitter conclusion,
although others might have caved in
along the way and become “Yes” men
1o the Liberal Party Ministers in the Gov-
ernment. In that situation, and in an
anxiety to maintain political matrimonial
calmness, the idea develeps, “Well, in-
stead of trying to deprive the Country
Party of a Minister, or two Ministers, let
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us decide to ask Parliament, when it as-
sembles, for authority to appoint two more
Ministers and let those two additional
Ministers be from the Liberal Party sec-
tion of the Government.”

I have no objection to that. I have
had encugh experience in government my-
self to know that there is justiBeation for
taking certain steps which might not be
quite orthodox and which might not even
be thoroughly justified, in an endeavour
to maintain good relations with some other
organisation or with some other people.

The only real worry I have ahout this
proposal is in the fact that adding to the
strength numerically and otherwise of the
executive Government will reduce the
strength numerically and otherwise of the
private members in the Parliament. Only
this phase of the situation occasions me
any real serious concern. Those of us who
have taken a keen interest in parlia-
mentary affairs over the last 20 or 30 years
—and I am sure this will appeal to the
member for Perth who spoke on one phase
of this subject recently—have seen the
power of executive Government continually
becoming more and more dominant, and
the strength and authority of Parliament
as such becoming less and less effective.

I know it is understocod in some quarters
outside of Parliameni that this increasing
tendency to build up the authority,
strength, and power of the executive Gov-
ernment, and correspondingly to reduce
the authority, standing, and power of Par-
Itament itself, is a danger which should be
safeguarded against to the greatest possible
degree. There was a time when the auth-
ority of Parliament meant a great deal;
there was a time when Parliament, I think,
could be called a truly deliberative
Assembly: when propesals which came
before Parliament were looked at very
carefully and decided, after much consi-
deration and debate, purely and only upon
their merits.

In this regard I am not of necessity
criticising one type of political Government
as against another type of political Govern-
ment. I am referring to what appears to
me, and to some others, to bhe a growing
danger—if the use of the term “danger” is
justified in this situation. I think we all
know that for some years past—and I do
not propose to try to pinpoint the num-
ber of years—legislative proposals in the
main which have come to Parliament have
been decided in relation as to whether they
will pass before they get here. We know it
is the practice of a Government through its
Ministers to take legislative proposals of
any importance to party meetings for ex-
amination and approval; and once approval
is gbtained in the party room the legislative
proposal comes to Parliament and its suc-
cess is already assured. The Government
majority in a Parliament simply rubber
stamps its approval to the proposals.
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Not only that, but to an increasing ex-
tent the proposals as put forward in the
Parliament by a Government are not even
debated by the supporters of a Govern-
ment; they do not even listen to the argu-
ments for or against the proposals, or any
eriticism of them. Their loyalty to thelr
Government is far greater than their
anxiety to critically examine and fo decide
praposals which might be contained in any
piece of legislation.

Here again I emphasise I am not of
necessity criticising the present Govern-
ment; I could be just as much criticising
the previous Government; and what would
apply to Western Australia in this regard
would, to a greater extent, apply in the
other States and alse in the Commonwealth
sphere. So I would certainly hope the re-
duction in the number of private members
in this House by virtue of the passing of
this Bill, and the making of two private
members Ministers, will not unduly in-
tensify the practice and the process to
which I have referred.

I would hope the authority, the standing,
and the power of Parliament would still be
taken into account by the executive Gov-
ernment, and there would not be any in-
crease in the tendency which is already
noticeable with this Government and, if
members like, with past Governments, to
sort of look on parliamentary sessions as a
nuisance. I think it is approximately cor-
rect to say that not many Ministers of the
Crown in any Government in more recent
vears have been over anxious to see a par-
liamentary session commence.

Mr. Cornell: They are anxious to see it
close.
Mr. HAWKE: Most Ministers, after a

parliamentary session has commenced are
looking towards the latter months of the
year when the parliamentary session will be
concluded. To some extent that is under-
standable and can be appreciated. It is
fairly well understood, I think, that Minis-
ters in the Government where they work
solidly and conscientiously have a very
heavy burden of work and responsibility to
carry. When the parliamentary session is
on Ministers do two shifts a day: one in
their offices up to the time the sitting com-
mences on each sitting day, and one at
Parliament House during the currency of
the sitting on each sitting day.

However, the institution of Parliament
should be jealously guarded: it should be
protected in every way possible, and when
the executive Government—as this Gov-
ernment has certainly done on some occa-
sions; and maybe as our own Government.
did on some occasions previously—flies in
the face of parliamentary authority and re-
fuses to administer parliamentary decisions
as incorporated in the law, then it seems to
me it is the duty of every private member
in the Parliament, irrespective of whether
he supports the Government generally, or
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opposes it generally, to stand up for the
authority and supremacy of Parliament
over the authority and power of the
executive Government. With those quali-
fications I would add it is not my intention
to oppose the Bill.

MR. BRAND (Greenough—Premier)
5.9 pm.l: I would like to thank the
Leader of the Opposition for his fair com-
ment in connection with this matter. He
clearly indicated that he acknowledged
the problems and responsibilities of Mih-
isters or, for that matter, of any office in
the processes of Parliament and adminis-
tration, The point he makes is, I think,
well made. It may be it is up to all of
us to endeavour to prevent the trends to
which he referred going any further; but
it seerned to me when I had an oppor-
tunity of visiting the House of Commons
that these trends are evident in every
democratic system. This I think is human
nature and springs from the discipline we
find in the machine of party politics, So
long as one machine is operative in this
direction and is closely disciplined then,
1 think, so must be the other.

This has been the situation in this State
and in all States—and indeed the Com-
monwealth—irrespective of whether we
have one-party or two-party Governments.
It has been evident over many years—
certainly over the 20 years I have been
here; and my friends opposite have been
here much longer than I have. When we
read Hanrsard we find that way back in
the 1920's there are indications of motions
having been passed in Parliament; and,
as far as I can make out, they have not
been heeded in the meantime. This would
apply to parties of all political colours.

One point I did make when introducing
the Bill, and which I wish to emphasise
now, is the need for an extra Minister in
the Legislative Council. The responsi-
hilities of the two Ministers there are very
exacting. In some cases it has been
almost impossible for either of them to
leave the House. A third Minister in the
Legislative Council would, I think, spread
the responsibility and share the demand of
a Minister being in the House.

As members know, in the Commonwealth
Parliament—and I think in some State
Parliaments—not all Ministers remain in
the House; they go to their respective
offices. A Minister is left in charge of the
debate and this avoids two shifts; at least
it enables a Minister to get on with the
work which accumulates during the
session. However, I would again thank
the Leader of the Opposition and the
House for the support they have given to
this Bill.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Before
I put the second reading I must draw the
attention of the House to the fact that
this Bill will require a constitutional
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majority. When 1 pub the question, if I
hear a negative call at all I will be forced
to call a division.

Question put.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I have
counted the House; and, there being no
dissentient voice, I declare the question
carried,

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, elec.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

MR. BRAND (Greenough—Premier)
[5.15 pm.] I move—

That the Bill be now read a third
time,
Question put.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Again
I would point out that a constitutional
majority is necessary. I have counted the
House; and, there being no dissentient
voice, I declare the guestion carried.

Question thus passed.

Rill read a third time, and transmitied
to the Council.

PARLIAMENTARY ALLOWANCES
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the 10th August,
on the following motion by Mr., Brand
(Premier) ;—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. HAWKE (Northam—Leader of the
Opposition) [5.16 p.m.1: This Bill is re-
lated to the one we have just passed. I
want to mention only one matier. The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the
Legislative Coungcil receives no recompense
Tor his extra duties and extra responsibili-
ties. I would ask the Premier to give some
thought to that matter, because I think
the Deputy Leader there is just as much
entitied to the same consideration and re-
compense for his additional duties and
responsibilities as the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition in this House, although I
agree the positions are not 100 per cent.
comparable.

MR. BRAND (Greenough—Premier)
{517 pm.l: I thank the Leader of the
Opposition for his support of the Bill, His
remarks have been noted. It has already
been indicated that it is the intention of
the Government to examine the salaries
and conditions of private members of
Parliament, as well as the Ministers and
the Premier, When this is being done
the point that has been brought forward
by the honourable member will be looked
into.
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Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, elc.
Bill passed through Commitiee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. Brand (Premier), and transmitied to
the Council. .

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FIFTH DAY

Motion

Debate resumed, from the 10th August,
on the following motion by Mr. Rushton:—

That the following Address be pre-
sented t¢ His Excellency the Governor
in reply to the Speech he has bheen
pleased to deliver to Parliament:—

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legis-
lative Assembly of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament,

MR. RUNCIMAN (Murray) [5.20 p.m.]:
I would like to join with other members
in congratulating you, Mr. Speaker, on
being re-elected to your high office. The
prerequisites of honour, dignity, and im-
partiality, which you so amply maintained
during your past terms of office were in
the best traditions of Parliament. I have
no doubt you will continue to do the same
in the future. I would also like to con-
gratulate the new Ministers. I am quite
sure they are worthy of the duties and
responsibilities which are theirs as heads
of their respective departments.

I am prompted, after listening to the
speech of the member for Balcatta last
evening, to touch on a subject with which
he dealt; that is, the youth movement.
From time to time a great deal of eriticism
of the young people of today has been
made. I do not hold altogether with much
of such criticism.

We have every resson to be very proud
of our youths, and of their knowledge,
self-reliance, and vrespectability. These
attributes are of a much higher standard
than in the days when we were of their
age. Never in history have the youths
been subjected to so much temptation cr
exposed to so much exploitation, and it
is a wonder that they are really as well
hehaved as they are.

When we take into consideration the
temptations which are open to the young
people, the types of literature which are
displayed on most bookstalls, the cinema
advertisements, the television programmes,
and the appalling example which we as
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adults have shown them in our drinking
hahits, we have good reason to be proud
of the way in which the youths of today
are standing up to this ordeal of modern
society.

We know that teenage drinking is fairly
universal, and is indulged in to a greater
extent than many people realise. We have
given a poor example to youth in this
regard, and they have only copied the
adults. We have made ligquor too easily
available to them. When one decides on
throwing a party all that is required is
the provision of a keg of beer. That is
the type of thing which is part of our
drinking habits, and it is only natural for
voung people to be influenced to some
extent by such examples. As the member
for Balcatta pointed out, we know the
amount of money and freedom that
is available to both the young and the
adult in these days. If their time is not
occupied gainfully they tend to get into
mischief.

There is a great need for education of
our young people, by providing them with
the means to use their leisure profitably.
1t is true that the sporting ovals in both
the city and the country districts are
fully occupied on Saturdays, and often on
Sundays The prowess of our sportsmen
leaves nothing to0 be desired, but there is
a need for adultz to take a greater prac-
tical inferest in youths, by guiding and
helping them in varicus ways.

I have known of many youth clubs,
police boys' e¢lubs, and boy scout groups
starting off very well, but after a period
they more or less collapsed. In practically
every case the reason was the lack of
instructors and. helpers. Great numbers
of our young people are willing to attend
clubs such as those, but they look to
adults to guide them. I feel! we have let
youth down in this regard.

Many youth movements are assisted by
the Government either direetly or in-
directly. one being the Junior Farmers'
Movement. However, therg is such a
shortage of helpers in many of the youth
clubs that it might be desirable to supply
them with paid instructors. =o that the
voung people will have continuity in the
various activities they indulge in.

Mr. Rowberry: The Education Depart-
ment has appointed instructors and ad-
visers.

Mr, RUNCIMAN: It has: but there are
not enough of them. In many counftry
districts the school teachers have assisted
the youth clubs, but this assistance re-
ouires continuity. They seem to start off
well, but in many cases they do not con-
finye with their voluntary service., I sup-
pose that happens because they are occu-
pied in their ordinary duties as teachers
and sports masters or sporis mistresses,
and they do not have the time. After all,
thev are not paid for the services which
they give to the youth clubs.
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The member for Warren spoke about the
artificial breeding centre at Wokalup and
made some criticism of the person in
charge. I know something about this
centre, and also ahout a number of other
centres in various parts of Australia, In
my view the Wokalup centre is the best
in Australia in the results it has achieved
in the conception rate. This is important
to farmers The percentage rate of con-
ception achieved at that centre, in rela-
tion to the number of cows served, is the
highest of any in Australia. That speaks
a great deal for the Wokalup breeding
centre. It speaks much more for the
superintendent in charge of dairying.

Mr. Rowberry: I did not mention the
superintendent of dairying.

Mr. RUNCIMAN: I tock the honourable
member to refer to him as the person in
charge. The superintendent is dedicated
to his work in the artificial breeding ser-
vice. His enthusiasm and drive have
made the centre the great success it is.
I am quite sure there must be a very good
reason why the people of Walpole have
not bheen able to participate in the ser-
vice provided. I do not know the reason.

Mr Rowberry: Why not give the ser-
vice?

Mr. RUNCIMAN: But I do know the
superintendent is so keen on this that he
has spared no effort to do what he can
to bring in more and more units. There
may be a number of reasons: I do not
know. However, I do know it is not from
a lack of enthusiasm or desire on his part.

I would agree with the honourable
member’s reference to the dairy farm
improvement scheine or the consolida-
tion scheme. As I have had experience
with both bubterfat and whele milk, and
have a considerable knowledge of both
sides, I was very pleased to hear him speak
about the scheme with the enthusiasm he
did. It is indeed a very good one and
has bheen of great beneflt to farmers. It
would appear that the new scheme, which
is an expansion of the previous one, will
be of still more benefit and will enable
quite a number of these smaller farmers
to make a go of it.

As we know, the limiting factor in this
areg has been the heavy cost of clearing
and of development, and it has been very
hard for farmers in the lower south-west,
and by that I mean those areas on the
south coast from Denmark to Busselton.
They have had a battle over the years to
do very much good in dairying on account
of the high cost of clearing and the diffi-
culty of expansion, The group settle-
ment scheme, which folded up some yvears
ara, e€nabled those who stayed t{o con-
solidate because they were able {o acquire
a number of abandoned farms and make
one unit of them. They succeeded bhe-
cauge they had sufficient cleared land,
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This new scheme, which also envisages
help for better types of dairies as well and
which has a much broader approaeh, will
do a lot to help dairy farmers in that
area. I commend the Government on the
scheme.

There are quite a number of butterfat
farmers in the Pinjarra-Coolup area in
my electorate and their properties are
much mere developed. They do not
experience the problems with which
farmers further south are faced, mainly
because the land is much easier to clear
and therefore they have much larger
areas under development. They are thus
ab}e to diversify their farms, which 1
think those engaged in butterfat will ind
it necessary to do. Those farms further
south have not been large enough for the
farmers to do anything in the way of
diversification.

A leading article a little while ago in
The West Australian urged the Govern-
ment to do something or make some sort
of statement in connection with another
major dam. What interests me most on
this point is the fact that a number of
sites—the Wongong River and the North
an_d South Dandalup Rivers, the last two
being in my electorate—have been involved
in some activity for some time. Farmers
in the areas are to some extent a little
unsettled because they cannot make any
plans. They do not know whether to ex-
tend and plant more orchards. They can-
not sell their properties because no-one
wants to buy them if there is a possibility
that at some time a dam will be con-
structed in the area and the property
flooded. Therefore it is a worrying situa-
tion to quite a number of them.

It may be said that when the time
comes they will be compensated, but even
so it does cause quite a Iot of worry, which
may or may not he nhecessary. Perhaps
the department could give some idea as
to when and where the next dam is likely
to be situated.

On this point I might say that, as we
all know, two years ago the Banksiadale
mil! was burnt down, and this was a very
tragic loss to the whole district. Hawker
Siddeley decided not to build another mill
in that vicinity, and one of the reasons
which was said o have influenced the
company in that decision was that the site
was in a dam catchment area and it was
not prepared to build a mill which would
cost a considerable amount of money if
there was a possibility that the grea would
be flooded in a few years' time.

I would have liked the company to build
a small mill in that area because it would
have been of benefit fo the people of the
district, including the older folk, some of
whom were born in the area and some of
whom had retired o the district. However,
the mill has been erected elsewhere and a
township lost to the district.
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Members who have journeyed to Bunbury
during the summer months will no doubt
recall having been impressed by the won-
derful green pasfures between Waroona,
Harvey, Brunswick Junction, and Dar-
danup. The green pastures, of course, are
a result of the irrigation system which is
in operation in that area. At the moment
more than 30,000 acres of actual irrigated
land are situated in the district covering
a little over 90,000 acres. It is the most
fertile part of the State and carries the
greatest number of cattle. It is pretty
well the centre of the whole-milk industry
of the State.

‘The first dam in Western Australia was
built in 1916 at Harvey. At that time it
was built with the idea of irrigation for
the 3,000-odd acres of orange orchards in
the distriet, but it" was soon found that
the soil was not suitable for the orchards,
and the farmers in the area asked for
irrigation for pastures and potatoes. In
that way the dairving industry was gradu-
ally built up in that area.

The next two dams—the Drakesbrook
Dam and the Sampson Dam in the War-
oona area—were built in 1931 and 1834
respectively, and since then a number of
others have been built and tegether pro-
vide the water for the whole of that area.
With the advent of the new Drakesbrook
Dam in Warcona I endeavoured to make
ararngements for a number of cother set-
tlers to be brought into the scheme north-
west of Waroona, but the depariment
found it necessary to obtain soil samples
and study them very carefully over 12
months. It has been decided since not
to extend the irrigation system north of
Waroona on account of the unsuitability
of the soil.

The average person imagines that it is
only necessary to turn water onto the
soil to obtain a good irrigated pasture,
but types of soil are important. It is
well known that more water per acre is
required in the Waroona district than is
required in Harvey and this is merely be-
cause of the difference in the soil. It
was ascertained that the soil north of
Waroona would not be receptive or good
enough under flood irrigation. It would,
however, be quite good with spray irriga-
tion which is in common use in a large
part of eastern Australia. I feel that the
Minister should study the possibility of
piping water from this dam instead of
the channel and having standpipes in this
area which the farmers could use for spray
irrigation. If that were done an increased
number of farms could be included in an
irrigation system.

Apart from anything else, there is a
great wastage of water in flood irrigation,
and this is not evident in spray irrigation.
With the latter it is, of course, necessary
to spray more often—probably once a week
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—whereas with flood irrigation it is
necessary only every 18 days. We must re-
member that the number of catchment
areas in this State is limited, and as ir-
rigation is so valuable we should explore
every avenue we can in order to make the
best use of water,

The department has, in the Pinjarra area
particularly, put down a number of geo-
logieal bores which have tapped the basin.
It has been found that there is quite a large
underground water system containing good
water in that area, and much of it could be
used for irrigation, which is already occur-
ring in some instances.

I would now like to mention the drainage
problem in my electorate. There are a
nuimbeyr of rivers in the Murray electorate,
including the Serpentine, the North and
South Dandalup, the Harvey, and Logue
Brook which flows into the Harvey estuary,
which is part of Peel Inlet. This, of course,
enters the ocean at Mandurah. Because of
the clearing which has cecurred intand and
on the coastal plains, and also because of
the drains which enter into these rivers, it
has become obvious that the rivers were
never meant at any time to cope with the
amount of water which flows into them
even in a normal season, Practically every
year a considerable amount of flooding
occurs in many of these rivers and they
become full of logs and other debris and
silt. I would strongly urge that the Gov-
ernment do something more than has been
done to overcome the flooding which occurs.

Another fact that is disturbing many
people on the coastal plain is that the
water table over recent years has risen con-
siderably, and that in itself would tend to
create a great deal of more flooding even
in a moderate winter. Por instance the
water table at Lake Preston, one of the very
large salt lakes, has risen considerably and
only last year the local shire council had to
obtain a special grant in order to raise the
causeway which is necessary for the people
on the other side.

A considerable amount of trouble has
been experienced with poor roads on ac-
count of the bad drainage, and I was
very disappointed that the amount of
money spent in the area last year was cut
down tremendously in order that more
might be spent further south in the Bun-
bury district. However, when we are dealing
with the Estimates later I will have some-
thing more to say about that.

Despite the fact that a great deal of
work has been done in the fishing in-
dustry in Western Australia—and we
have glamorised the northern areas
where so much of the research has been
done, particularly in the crayfishing and
the prawning industries, and in respect of
a8 number of other species—we still import
& considerable amount of fish. In the last
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financial year more than 4,000,000 lb. of
fish was imported into Western Australia
to a value of more than £720,000.

When the seas along our shores abound
in fish, and when we are endeavouring to
create a good many industries and to
expand others, I feel that more could be
done-—particularly in the southern waters
around Fremantle, Mandurah, and Bun-
bury—in the matter of research, and also
in connection with assistance to the
fishermen.

Over the years Mandurah has proved to
be one of the most stable areas whence
fish have come to the metropelitan
market. Mandurah has been one of the
largest suppliers of wet fish to the Perth
market in recent years, and, as a matter
of fact, practically since fishing started
early in the century.

It is remarkable, however, that the
number of men engaged in the industry
has not increased very much over the
years, yet the amount of fish has increased
considerably, due, of course, to better
methods of catching fish, improved
handling, and better bhoats. As we know,
fishermen are difficult people to organise.
I thought farmers were pretty bad in this
respect, but I have found that fishermen
are much more difficult. However, it is
in the interest of their industry that they
organise and work together.

Many complaints have been made about
the way fish are handled and about the
way they are sold in the Perth markets.
Fishermen have complained bitterly that
there is not sufficient competition in the
market and that the bulk of the fish is
bought by one or two wholesalers and
later sold to others. The people who lose
in that sort of transaction are the fisher-
men; and in 1947, the fishermen at
Mandurah formed a co-operative society
in eorder to cut out the middleman's profit
sol that they would do better for them-
selves,

-

Unfortunately some of them saw that
fish were being sold at a better price
somewhere else, and they sold their filsh
away from the co-operative market, which
gradually fell through. However, the
fishermen in the area are very keen that
we do something te help them and every-
one else engaged in the wet fish industry.

Members will reeall that during the
herring season a few months ago fisher-
men brought in large supplies of herring
to sell through the co-operative, but with
the handling chareges and general set-up
the fishermen found they were going to
lose badly ence again; so they sold the fish
directly from their boats, which proved
very popular. That was not the first time
this had happened, but the co-operative
society and the fish markets were not very
pleased about it.
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I wish to quote from the report of the
Honorary Royal Commission which in-
quired into the crayfishing industry last
vear. The commission had this to say
regarding the wet fish industry—

Although evidence was not, taken on
a broad basis in regard to the Wet
Fish Industry, sufficient was tendered
by relinble witnesses in Fremantle,
Mandurah, and Albany to convince
your Commission that many aspects
of the fishing industry were in a
chaotic state and organised marketing
was an essential requirement.
The Wet Fish Industry is, in our
opinion, at a very low ebb.
That also is the opinion of the people at
Mandurah and further south and, in fact,
most of those engaged in the wet fish
industry in this State.

I ask the Minister if he will, later in
the year, give some thought to going into
the advisability of a fish marketing
authority such as exists in New South
Wales, or a fish board such as one finds
in Queensland. When I was in the Rast-
ern States recently, I made inguiries and
found that both those organisations were
working very well,

Mr. Kelly: The Queensland and Western
Allsllst.ralian conditions are hardly compar-
able.

Mr. RUNCIMAN: I realise that there
could he a number of difficulties; but at
this stage I am only asking the Minister
to have a lock at the position to see
whether he can do something to organise
the fishermen and establish a better
method of marketing, handling, and de-
livery of fish. The present position leaves
much to be desired,

Last year I led a number of fishermen
from Mandurah to discuss with the Chair-
man of the Market Trust (Mr., Wright)
various points with regard to marketing.
He pointed out, and quite rightly so, that
a lot of fish delivered to the market was
not packed properly; that there could be
a great deal of improvement in packing
and in the types of packs and containers
that are used. The fishermen agreed and
felt there should be an improvement. But
unless they are organised and told they
have to enter into a scheme—apparently
at the moment they are anxious to go
into some such scheme—to do these things,
there will not be much improvement. I
think we should have a look to see what
we can go.

I would like now to say a few words
about natives, because there are a number
of natives in the Pinjarra area, and also
in the Boddington and Quindanning dis-
tricts. I come in contact a great deal
with the natives and with the people who
assist them. I would like at the outset
to congratulate the Minister on the man-
ner in which he has handled what I
consider to be an exacting and exasperat-
ing portfolio. There is little doubt that his
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portfolio of Native Welfare is particularly
difficul} because the people concerned are,
in many instances, most unco-operative.
It would be comparatively easy if these
people endeavoured to co-operate and help
themselves. It is always easy to help some-
one who tries $o do something for himself,

I am also a little in agreement with the
member for Narrogin on the question of
natives. I feel they have shown a re-
luctance—in fact no attempt has been
made at all in many instances—to accept
the responsibilities that are necessary with
citizenship. They seem to want every-
thing but are prepared to give nothing
in return,

Mr. W. Hegney:
whites like that, too.

Mr. RUNCIMAN: Yes; but the per-
centage amongst these people is greater. I
do not mean to say that we should not
do all that we can to help them, but
those who have helped them have been
let down time and time again. The only
thing for us to do is to keep trying. It is
a slow process because fthe natives are
not very co-operative; and even when
some do meake an attempt to help, they
are pulled back by their own friends and
relatives, and that makes it much harder
again,

Education, employment, and housing are
the three main items to he considered.
Dealing with the first item, I must con-
gratulate all those people who took an in-
terest in kindergartens for natives. I know
that when the first one was started in
Pinjarra, if anyone went there the little
fellows scuttled into the bush like rabbits.
They were terrified. Today that does not
happen. There are quite a number of
children at the kindergarten and they take
no notice of anyone.

The period at kindergarten provides a
good start for these children, because later
they go to school. They attend school
until they are 14 years of age, and they are
as good as our own heople. There is no
doubt about that. I was at a sports meet-
ing at Boddington where children from the
Pallottine Mission at Dwarde competed
against the children from the Boddington,
Quindanning, and Williams schools; and
so far as their behaviour and deportment
were concerned, they conducted tl_lemselves
every bit as well as our own children,

The trouble with these people comes in
the teenage class; and we do have
trouble with some of our own, too.
Those from, say, 15 to 18 or 20 are
the most difficult. We should look squarely
at this question and endeavour to do more
than we have done. I appreciate that in
most cases it is a matter of money; and
I am quite certain the Minister has done
a pood job with the funds he has. It
is remarkable, however, that many of us
subscribe to various overseas missions; and
I must say that we as Australians are quite
happy to do that. Ouwr money is spent

There are a lot of
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in order to help the native in Papua and
New Guinea; and I am all for it and be-
lieve we are doing the right thing. Only
recently when watching & television
programme I saw where a number
of Papuans were presented with appren-
ticeship certificates. I thought that was
very good.

But when one thinks of all the
money that is going fto help those
people and compares it with the amount
of money that is spent on helping the
young natives in our State, one finds that
the comparison is not in our favour. I
believe apprenticeships should be available
for the natives in a good many of our
country areas. Here again 1 suppose it
could be said there is not sufficient money
or trained staff for the purpose. It seems
to me quite obvious that over the years
we have never had sufficient money for
native welfare in this State.

It is remarkable to find that native
welfare—which to my mind deserves a
much higher priority than it has in the
scheme of things—is, when money is allo-
cated, generally at the bottom of the list.
I believe it should be higher on the list
than it is, I realise, of course, that it is
not possible for the State Government to
carry this burden itself, and I feel this is
a national matter. Ii is of such great im-
portance that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment should assist a preat deal more
than it has in the past.

On the question of housing for natives,
which is cne of the most costly items in
respect of native welfare, I think the
scheme which operates in Pinjarra is the
best. It was commenced by the late Mr.
Perkins and is based on a sort of gradu-
ated scale so that natives get different
types of homes until they go into what
we call the transitional home on the
TEeserve.

When natives have never lived in a house
and then are suddenly placed in one they
just do not know how to behave. I have
a great deal of sympathy for those people
who have protested strongly about transi-
tional homes being placed among other
homes. I believe that transitional homes
should be built and allocated on a gradua-
ted scale, and then mnatives could be
allocated a home by the State Housing
Comrmission in any particular town, There
have heen instances of natives being alloca-
ted a Housing Commission home in Pin-
jarra and there has been no complaint, but
those natives have occupied transitional
homes and other fypes of homes before-
hand, and I believe that makes a great deal
of difference to the way they act when
they are granted a Housing Commission
home. However, once again, it is a ques-
tion of finance.

The railways have proved to be of great
benefit to natives in recent months because
they offer employment to them and they
seemn to take to this kind of work very well.
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When in Queensland recently I noticed
there were a large number of natives en-
gaged in railway gangs along the track. On
making inquiries I was told they were giv-
ing good service. This is a trend that is
occurring in Western Australia, and I hope
it will continue. Natives are always flat
broke and when told they can obtain a
job on the railway they want an advance
on their pay before they start. Under the
present system of employment they are paid
fortnightly and the Native Welfare De-
partment generally comes to the rescue of
eny native at the start of his engagement
by providing rations to tide him over until
he receives his first pay. That is all I wish
to say, and I support the motion.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [6.3
p.m.l: This evening I want to speak on
the subject of iron ore, but before doing so
I congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on your
re-election to the high office you occupy. 1
also congratulate our new Chairman of
Committees (Mr. W. A, Manning), and may
I take this opportunity also of offering my
most sincere congratulations to the two
newly-appointed Ministers. Both men ate
extremely popular in this Parliament, and
I am sure all members will wish them well
for the future.

Today I asked a question of the Minister
representing the Minister for Mines in
respect of the f.o.b, price of pelletised iron
ore should it be produced at Deepdale. The
Minister gave me g reply which was quite
satisfactory, but to my mind there is in-
sufficient background information supplied
in the anhswer for one to draw any firm con-
clusions., In the circumstances, this after-
noon 1 appeal to the Government to pro-
vide the House with all known information
about the estimated f.0.b. value of the
various grades of pellets or other material
likely to he produced at Deepdale, because
this information could have g vital bearing
on the attitude of Parliament and the cur-
rent tentative proposals to allow, at some
time in the future, the export of iron ore
from Yampi Sound.

I also ask the Government to make avail-
able any other information about iron ore
which may be of consequence to members,
because until such information is supplied
they must remain in the dark on whether
some aspects of the policy being pursued by
the Government on iron ore are soundly
based. In particular, members of this
House must be in a quandary on whether
iron ore should be exported from Yampi
Sound, and they must also be uncertain as
to whether we should do more to assist the
Australian company—Broken Hill Pty. Ltd.
—in the matter of exports.

The information which I have requested
about Deepdale could establish that the
processing of Deepdale iron ore, and poss-
ibly the processing of other similar low-
grade deposits into pellets, will overcome
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the economic advantages which Yampi
Sound enjoys because of the grade of iron
-ore there and its favourable geographical
situation. If the last statement is carrect
it would be purely absurd for the Govern-
ment to sit back and continue to permit
the Australian company to tail the field in
the export of iron ore when B.H.P. could
easily scon be the leading exporter of iron
ore from its Yampi Sound deposits,

If the f.o.b. price of processed iron ore
from Deepdale is likely to be comparable
with unprocessed iron ore from Yampi
Sound, I would urge the Government to
negotiate for a higher royalty on any iron
ore which may he exported from the
deposits of BHP. at Yampi Sound as a
prelude to infensified Government efforts
to aszist the company to participate to a
greater extent in the export of iron ore
than may be currently envisaged for the
future. Such action by the Government
would, of course, have to be conditional
on the company honouring the existing
agreement not to export iroen ore from
Yampi Sound until Deepdale is ready for
production, and it would also be condi-
tional on the company entering into an
undertaking—and this is most important
—+to pelletise ore from its low-grade
deposits on a scale which would ensure
an adeguate supply of cheap ore for
Australian requirements.

If, on the other hand, the f.o.b. price
of processed ore from Deepdale is not
likely {o be comparable with that of un-
processed ore irom Yampi Sound, this
would destroy the case for large-scale
export of iron ore from Yampi Sound. I
put that to the House bheeause it is
possible that a Gilbertian situation, in
respect of iron ore, exists in our north-
west, On the one hand we have a great
Australian company, with a history ex-
tending back to the 1880s, with huge
deposits of high-grade hematite ore right
on the seaboard, and yet it is not per-
mitted to export. On the other hand,
we have overseas companies developing
iron ore in some places hundreds of miles
inland, and we are fostering these over-
seas companies to the detriment of the
Australian company. As I have already
menticned, that represents a Gilbertian
situation if ever there was one; that is,
on the face of the facts at present avail-
able.

If it can be established that B.HP., by
processing this low-grade ore and manu-
facturing it into pellets, or another similar
type of material at low cost, at Deepdale,
can make it comparable in value f.0ob. to
the hematite ore at Yampi Sound, there
is no lohger a case for hindering the ex-
port of iron ore from Yampi Scund.. On
the other hand, if, after it has been pro-
cessed, the iron ore at Deepdale is not
comparable in price to the high-grade
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hematite ore at Yampi Sound, that, of
course, must destroy the argument for
exporting ore from Yampi Sound.

We have heard a great deal in this
Parliament at various times of the alleged
hostility by some members towards B.H.P.,
and I would like to0 comment on that
briefly. If there has been any hostility by
anyone in the past towards this company
I do not believe it exists now. ' Any
hostility that has heen shown in the past
has not heen because B.H.P. is a huge and
successful company, hut because one or
two things done for the company have
not met with general favour by those who
understand the situation.

I helieve that if there were any sugges-
tion—and there has been a suggestion,
of course, which could beccme a reality—
that iron ore was to be exported from
Yampi Sound on the existing royalty paid
by the company, there would he continual
criticism and widespread opposition to
such action. On the other hand, if a
review were made of the royalty payable
by B.I.P. on the production of iron ore
to be exported from Yampi, without any
question I think that any hostility that
may have been shown in the past would
disappear; provided, of course, and as I
mentioned earlier, that firstly B.H.P.
entered into the undertaking to pelletise
the ore produced from its low-grade
deposits on a scale which would meet the
future requirements of the Australian
iron and steel industry.

Therefore I think it is highly desirable
that we should closely examine this matter
and consider a review of the royalties
paid on ore from Yampi Sound and of
course take into consideration the other
matters I have mentioned. I have said
that there must always be haostility to-
wards the export of iron ore from Yampi
Sound while the present royality exists,
Here we have, as a consequence of an
agreement entered into only last year, a
sitmation whereby B.H.P. is required to
pay only 74 per cent. royalty on any ore
that is shipped. On ore that is valued ag
£4 5s. a ton, or thereabouts which is the
f.o.b. price at that point, the minimum
royalty would be at the minimum rate of
6s. a ton.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Prior to the tea sus-
pension I had briefly made a plea for the
Government to provide as much informa-
tion as possible to all members of the
House in respect of the development of
iron ore as this information would have a
vital bearing on the attitude of members
towards such development. I had also
pointed out that if the price of processed
ore at Deepdale was in any way com-
parable with the high-grade hematite ore
at Yampi Sound there was no longer any
excuse for retarding the efforts of B.H.P.
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to export. On the contrary, there was a
good case for intensifying the Govern-
ment’s efforts to permit B.H.P. to export
provided certain provisions were fulfilled.
Thesg were that there be a review of
royalities in respect of Yampi iron ore by
the Government, that B.H.P. develop a
pelletising plant in the Deepdale area
capable of meeting the iron ore require-
ments of Australia, and that the company
abide by the existing agreement not to
export until Deepdale was in production.

Then I had gone past these particular
matters and had pointed out to the House
that whilst the present rate of royalties
in respect of any iron ore exported from
Yampi existed, there would be continued
hostility to any such proposals. I pointed
out also that the present royalty rate
under the 1964 agrecment in respect of
B.H.P., which was passed by this Parlia-
ment last year, for the iron ore at Yampi
was fixed at 73 per cent.; and in view of
the fact that most of the ore is only worth
about £4 5s. per ton f.o.h.—that is, when
it is actually placed on a boat—the
royalty which would be coming hack to
the State in these circumstances would
be the minimum o¢ne, which in this in-
stance is 6s. per ton.

I want to go on to say I find myself
in tremendous disasresment with those
responsible for the fixing of this royalty
mainly on the ground that Yampi iron
ore is worth £4 5s. per ton f.o.b. and min-
ing costs are ridiculously low. They
would probably be of the order of 2s. 6d.
per ton. I will go further into that later.
I am in disagreement with the present
rate of royalty for those reasons and also
becalise Yampi iron ore is right alongside
the seaboard. In addition, I am in dis-
agreement because there is such a tre-
mendous amount of ore at Yampi; and
when we fix a royalty rate of 6s. per ton
we are making a fantastic gift to the
company.

I wish to establish just how much iron
ore there is in this deposit. Last year,
when speaking to the Bill to which I re-
ferred earlier, T think I made the state-
ment that there were at least 150,000,000
tons in the deposit; and 40 per cent. of
that would ke hematite ore and 50 per
cent, fines. When I made those state-
ments, I pointed out that the estimates
" were conservative; and development has
shown there is infinitely more ore in those
deposits.

Since that time I have obtained a book-
let dealing with iron ore in Western Aus-
tralia. It is a geological survey of West-
ern Australiza and it deals with the mineral
resources of the State. If is collated by
R. R. Connolly, and issued under the
authority of The Hon. A. F. Griffith, Min-
ister for Mines. It was published in 1959,
and for that reascn is not up to date. No
doubt, since this booklet was published,
as a result of further work in the deposit
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even larger reserves of ore have been
proved, I would like to deal with what
the booklet has to say in respect of the
Yampi Sound deposit.

The publication deals first of all with
Koolan Island, then Cockatoo Island, and
then Irvine Island. Koolan Island has only
recently gone into production. B.H.P. has
been developing the island for some time
and I understand is mow in production.
Under the heading of “Ore Reserve Esti-
mates” the booklet states that the grand
total of iron ore at Xoeolan Island is
187,400,000 tons. I will repeat that: In
this one deposit at Yampi Sound we have
187,400,600 tons of iron ore. The average
grade of this ore is extremely high.

The deposit at Koolan Island is mainly
made up by the main ore body; and the
northern ore bodies—South Branch, com-
prising West Lens and East Lens; and
North Branch, comprising West Lens and
East Lens, I will briefly qucte some of
the assay results. In respect of the
narthern ore hodies this booklet states—

As a general indication of the com-
position of the surface ore in the four
ore bodies the following group analy-
sis are quoted:—

North Branch East Lens 62.817%.
North Branch West Lens 65.76%.
South Branch East Lens 64.27%.
South Branch West Lens 66.76%.

That is in respect of the northern ore
hodies.

The grand total of this extremely high-
grade gre is, I repeat, 187,000,000, tons.

Then we go up to Cockatoo Island,
which has been worked by Broken Hill
Pty. Ltd. for many years, Under the
heading of '“Ore Reserves Cockatoo Island”
the booklet states—

Estimates by K. J. Finucane based
on a theodolite survey along the
hanging wall, a survey along the foot-
wall and abney level cross sections at
intervals of 500 feet, together with in-
formation from the four tunnels, in-
dicate 18,782,000 tons of ore from the
main ore body down to high water
level. A factor of 8 cubic feet of ore
per ton was adopted.

No reserve estimates have been
made for the limonitic and northern
deposits.

Then are given some figures in respect
of Irvine Island, the third island in Yampi
Sound, but they are not of much con-
sequence so I will not quote them.

In one instance we have over 187,000,000
tons and in the other 18,782,000 tons. This
is all high-grade ore; and the low-grade
deposits have not been assayed. In ree
spect of the deposits at Cockatooo Island,
I repeat that they go down to water level
only, but continue much further down
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and could be easily mined. That is the
position in respect of the size of those
deposits. I do not think anyone would
query the fact that because of furiher
exploratory work and assaying, in all
probahility those figures have been in-
creased since this booklet was compiled
in 1959, I feel the Government should
keep members of this House acquainted
with all possible information in respect
of iron ore development because it must
influence our thinking in the matters
associated with iron ore.

Now I come to the question of mining.
At Yampi, virtually on the water’s edge,
we have great iron ore deposits. In 1951,
I think, a party of members Jfrom
this House went across to South Australia.
I understand the present member for
Merredin-Yilgarn was one of those who
went on thai particular journey; I under-
stand that the present Leader of the
Opposition was another; and I bhelieve
that the member for Cottesloe, the
present Minister for Works, was also
one who went to South Australia.
In addition, the party included our Min-
ister for Town Planning, Whilst they were
there, those members from this House went
over the B.H.P, establishment at Rapid
Bay. That is where BIP. obtains its
limestone for smelting. The limestone
there is in large cliffs fairly close to the
water. The limestone is broken up hy
B.HP. taken to a crusher by electric
train, crushed to powder, and loaded by
conveyor on tpo the boat. 1 have a de-
scription of the operation in a booklet.

The official who showed that party
around—I think it was the manager of
the plant—said that the cost for all of
the operations which I have described was
2s. 6d. per ton and that B.H.P. hoped to
reduce the cost to 2s, per ton. There
we have a very comparable operation by
B.H.P. mining limestone close to the
water’s edge ia South Australia. The
operations which I have desceribed and the
conditions are virtually the same as those
that would appiy in mining ore at Yampi
and putting it on board a boat. Those
operations in South Australia at that time
cost 2s. 6d. per ton, and B.H.P. was hoping
to reduce the cost to 2s. per ton.

Having had years of mining experience
in the north-west, I would say that those
fizures would be reasonable for B.H.P.
mining operations at Yampi. To this, of
course, we weould have to add capital
charges; but that would not amount to
very much when one takes into considera-
tion that, say, £100,000,000 worth of iron
ore may be exporfed. The plant might cost
only £10,000,000, or even less, One can see
that if all charges were put together—
amortisation charges, the cost of blast-
ing, picking up and placing on vehicles,
taking to the crushing plant, and placing
on board a ship—the fotal cost in the
case of Yampi would, without question, be
no more than 10s. a ton.
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As soon as the ore goes on board the
ship it is worth at least £4 58 a
ton; and, in all probability, £5 5s. a ton.
And so we go back to the original figure
of 10s. a ton for all charges and add 8s.
a ton royalty which the State will de-
mand, and we have a figure well under
£1. Yet B.H.P. gets £4 5s. a ton. In other
words, it makes over £3 a ton, and that is a
conservative figure.

If there are only 100,000,000 tons of
iron ore of grade at Yampi—and of course
that is a terribly conservative figure,; it is
not factual—there is a profit for B.H.P,
of £300,000,000. That is an extraordinary
gift to make {o a company, because B.H.P.
did not go out and find the deposit; it
had been held for innumerable years since
it was first discovered until 1952 when it
was passed over to BIH.P. It was given
to B.H.P. on the understanding that all
the ore which came out of the deposit
would be used for Australian consumption.
Then, a few years later in 1964, we passed
legislation which permits B.H.P. to export
without limit from Yampi. There are
another 100,000,000 tons involved at Kool-
yanobbing. That legislation was passed in
1962. B.H.P. is geoing to make £3 on every
ton of goed grade ore in the Yampi deposit.

Mr. Graham: What do you consider
would be a fair profit figure?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Even if the State de-
manded £1 per ton and allowed B.H.P. to
have the rest—after all, it is an Ausfralian
company and any profits made must, of
course, remain in Australia—it would be
a more reasonable proposition. I do be-
lieve we should increase the royalty with
respect to B.H.P,

To give members some conception of
the magnitude of what we have done I
would point out that there are only
18,000,000-0dd sheep in-all of Western Aus-
tralia, worth about £3 each. The total
value of those sheep would be £54,000,000.
If I were to say fto a member of the
Country Party, "Round up all of those
sheep—it might cost you 10s. a head—
and you can have them.” I would be con-
sidered mad. If any Government were
to do that it would be considered mad, too.
However, in the case of BH.P. we have
not only simply given that company the
value of the sheep I have mentioned; we
have given it at least six times that. We
have said to the company, “Here is a
ninimum of 100,000.000 tons of ore on
which you ¢an make £3 per ton.” That is
a total wvalue of £300,000,000—six times
the value of all the sheep in Western
Australia. That is the situation: for
every cubic yard of iron ore one can ex-
pect three tons of broken ore. That is
£9 per ton for every cubic yard in that
deposit.

I can recall that in 1949 we were min-
ing manganese at Rageed Hills, 256
miles from Port Hedland. We had to
blast the manganese out of the face, load
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it onto vehicles, cart it 256 miles, and pay
wharfage, Yet we made a profit. Sub-
sequently, in order to save ocurselves work,
we paid a contractor to do exactly the same
work as we had done, and paid him only
2565, a ton. The contractor had to build a
kitchen and supply men and equipment,
but he was able to mine the ore for 25s.
a ton. Only 10,000 tons were mined at a
time, but he used to do it in those cir-
cumstances for 25s. a ton.

There was a tremendous interest in
iron ore in Western Australin in those
days. People who were prospecting around
the north-west were interested in iron
ore because, strangely enough, the price
then paid was comparable with what is
paid today. I think it might have been
slightly higher. So people at that time
were tremendously interested in iron ore,
and ons can imagine their feelings when
they saw the Government of the day hand
the deposit over to B.HP. Those people
knew what it would cost to mine the ore
and put it on a ship. They alss knew
the exient of the deposit; and that is a
big issue, of course, because when a huge
deposit is worked costs can be cut con-
siderably.

I would ask: Is there anyone in this
House who would say that the cost of
breaking ore at the B.H.P. crushing plant,
loading that ore on io a ship, and taking
into consideration capital charges, would
be in excess of 10s. a ton? If there is,
I would like to see the person concerned
come along and give us some idea of
actual costs in order that they might be
compared with figures which are avail-
able for similar deposits overseas.

I see no argument against the actual
costs of mining the ore or the value of the
ore cnge it is loaded on a ship, and there is
certainly no argument abouf the extent
of this huge deposit. However, I believe
that if the Government is really going
to get behind this company and help it
to export iron, it is imperative that we
should negotiate with the company and
fix a royalty which is more reasonable so
far as the people of Western Australia
are concerned.

Mr. Court: Could we justify charging
a purely Australian company a higher
royalty for a lesser deposit than overseas
companies?

Mr. GRAYDEN: In the circumstances,
we certainly could. The overseas com-
panies are faced with the task of building
ports, and railway lines which extend 200
miles and more inland, and with all sorts
of other problems which BH.P. does not
have to face. B.H.P.’s deposit is right
at the water’s edge. I think we have all
the justification in the world to go to
BHP. and say, “Let us get right behind
you and you pay us a royalty which is
commensurate with the value of the ore.”
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Mr., Court: B.H.P. has to build its own
ports, railways, and towns, to mine an
inferior deposit of limonite at Deepdale.
In addition, we wanted to get a steel indus-
try; and this is the important thing: We
want it in our time.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I do not think that
conflicts with what I am suggesting.
However, on that point, suppose it costs
B.H.P. £9,000,000 to put in plant to crush
ore and place it on a ship.

Mr. Court: BHP. has invested
£16,000,000 at Yampi, and the figure is
still going up.

Mr. GRAYDEN: That i3z right. It has
equipment at Koclan Island which can
handle 21,000,000 tons or so of ore each
year. The present plant can handle 3,000
tons of iron ore per hour. In 10 hours that
is 30,000 tons; in 20 hours, 60,000 tons. In
100 days it is 6,000,000 tons:; in other
words, each year the present plant would
handle 21,000,000 tons or mare, That is the
present plant. It does net have $o he
bought and installed; it is already there.

Suppose the company was going to
export ore on a large scale and it felt
it needed some additional plant. I think
a conservative figure would be another
£9,000,000. But that amount would be
recouped in the first 3,000,000 tons of
ore shipped, and then the company could
ship another 50,000,000 tons or more. So
we can see that even with an amortisation
rate of 4s. a ton mining operaticns at 2s. 6d.
a ton, and royalty added, the cost is still
well below the pound per ton. I think that
should clear up the point which has been
raised by the Minister.

I think that when we take into con-
sideration the amount of ore and the
cost of mining, the rowyallies, and the
value of the ore it would be agreed that
what has been done could not have been
done by people—and I include the affairs
of the Mines Department and anyone who
had anything to do with it—with any con-
ception of what was involved. T do not
suggest for one moment it was done with
any metive other than the highest; it was
done by people with no conception of the
significance of the facts invelved.

Mr. Court: How do you explain the
South Australian position, where the
royalty is only 1s, 6d. per ton and there
is no limitation? The ore is very high
grade, it is cheap to mine, and there are
excellent transport facilities.

Mr. GRAYDEN: There would be a good
explanation for that. It could have been
granied 20 years or more ago, and un-
doubtedly was. We granted the deposits to
B.H.P. in 1852, when the price of iron ore
was virtually the same as it is today. That
would be the difference in that case.

I will now deal with the second point,
and that is that B.H.P. should be per-
mitted to export provided certain condi-
tions are fulfilled. We have to bear in
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mind that B.H.P., as a consequence of the
agreement passed last year, has agreed
not to export from Yampi until such time
as Deepdale is in production. Of course,
anything we might do in the future would
be governed by that agreement. Another
point is that we should not think in terms
of allowing BH.P. to export unless it can
be established that the processed ore at
Deepdale is comparable in value. If that
is so and B.H.P. undertakes to develop
a larger pelletising plant than envisaged
under existing legislation, then I feel there
could be no justification for not actively
getting behind B.H.P. and really trying
to assist it t0 export in order that the
company might take its place with the
leading exporters of iron ore rather than
:gﬂl the field as it is doing at the present
ime.

Mr. Court: They can never export the
raw ore on the same basis as the other
companies, because the Yampi ore is
friable ore and that breaks up into fines
as soon as it is mined. The ore they have
at Deepdale is limonitic and can only be
used in blast furnaces if it is processed,
and that is why we got a better deal with
B.HP. than with the others because they
have to process their Deepdale ore.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I appreciate that.
However, the ore at Yampi can be loaded
straight on to ships. It is simply blasted
out of the face, crushed, and loaded on
board ship. If this ore is comparable in
value with the processed ore then there is
justification for allowing B.H.P. to export
more Yampi ore rather than sit around in-
definitely waiting until such time as the
other pelletising plants are in operation
and they are on an equal basis with B.H.P.
I do not agree with the Minister in his
deseriptions of iron ore at Yampi inasmuch
as at least 40 per cent. of it is hard ore,

Mr. Court: No; the whole of the Yampi
ore has to be sinterised and that is why
BHP. has had to build a sinter plant
so that it can sinterise the whole of the
Yampi ore.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I misconstrued what
the Minister said, but I do not think it
has any reference to the matter at all. It
is not a question of whether it has to be
sinterised, pelletised, or subjected to any
other sort of treatment. The important
point is that once it is put on board the
ship it is still worth as much as high-grade
ore, from say, Mt. Newman or any other
fairly high-grade deposit.

Mr. Court: No; that is the point where
you are wrong. BEeing fine it does not
command the same price as, say, Mt.
Newman hematite direct shipping ore.

Mr. GRAYDEN: In respect of the fine
ore, I appreciate that point. But, as I
think T said when I spoke on this subject
last year, fines are subject to a penalty but
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the penalty is so small that it does not
affect the overall price of ore to any real
extent.

The important point—and the Minister
will appreciate this—is that the ore we
are speaking of in Yampi Sound—at least
100,000,000 tons of it—is shippable ore
which has a value of ahout £4 5s. a ton
or more, 3¢ that does not affect the argu-
ment one iota.

The second matter I would like to men-
tion is that the situation which exists in
the nhorth at present is a Gilbertian one
inasmuch as here we have an Australian
company—which has a history going back
to the 1880°s and which has high-grade
iron ore deposits right on the water’s edge—
not being permitted to export, while over-
seas companies are permitted to export ore
from deposits which, in many cases, are
hundreds of miles inland. Actually what
we did when we permitited these overseas
companies to come in—and I am not
criticising that for one moment—was to
deal the greatest blow to B.H.P. that has
ever been dealt that company by any
source.

The lifting of the embargo enabled
some of the world’s largest steel manu-
facturers to obtain a foothold in Australia,
and virtually a strangleheld on our iron
ore deposits. For a relatively small capital
outlay they are able to enter into a highly
lucrative form of mining, one in which
there are virtually no risks involved. The
profits from the sale of iron ore will enable
them to establish themselves in iron and
steel manufacturing in Australia in com-
petition with B.H.P. and, ultimately, all
their profits, whether they are sent back
directly after they are obtained from the
sale of iron ore, or whether from some
manufacturing source in Australia, will go
back to the overseas countries
whence these companies came. So on the
face of it it is 8 Gilbertian state of affairs.

I do not want to say much about the
history of B.H.P. except that it goes back,
as I said, to the 1880’s. In 1875 there was
an iron and steel plant at Lithgow and that
subsequently hecame Hoskins, In 1928
Hosking formed a consortium which was
called Australian Iron and Steel Ltd. That
was the big company which operated in
competition with B.H.P. but it soon found
that Australia, because of its small
population, was not big enough to have
two steel companies and in 1935 that
company was absorbed by BHP,

It has oiten been said that it would be
a good thing to have competition in our
steel industry in Australia; but, of course,
that is not so. The point is that with our
11,000,000 or 12,000,000 population we in
Australia can support a steel industry
whirh is only middle size by world stand-
ards. To support a steel industry which
would be equal to the biggest in the world
we would need to have a population of
20,000,000 or more. At this stage in the
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development of B.HP.—a company which,
as I mentioned, has a history going back
to the 1880's—it has been dealt a tremend-
ous blow; and if there is ever a world de-
pression B.H.P. will be one of the first to
feel it. But during the last depression that
company was one of the great bulwarks
of our economy.

Whati has happened to BH.P. is reflec-
ted in the vrices of its shares. 'The price
of those shares has not advanced very
markedly as a consequence of what we did
last year, because the shareholders are
aware of this tremendous threat to B.H.P.
These overseas companies will be coming
inte the State, and entering into the
manufacturing industry, and they will be
in competition with BH.P. Therefore 1
think that what we did to BHP. is
reflected in its share prices.

I believe there were some satisfactory
alternatives to what we did in allowing
overseas companies to come to Australia.
Actually there were a number of alterna-
tives but I have time to mention only one:
To have kKept the iron ore industry as an
Australian industry and we could have
allowed B.H.P. to export iron ore from
Yampi Sound at a royalty commensurate
with the value of the ore.

Suppose that had been done and B.H.P.
had been permitted to export 50,000,000
tons of ore. The export of that ore could
have taken place immediately the embargo
was lifted; and had the company sold
50,000,000 tons it would have obtained
£150,000,000 in profit to spend on a pellet-
ising plant to develop the Deepdale de-
posits, Then, as those deposits were
exhausted, the company could have gone
inland. That alternative would certainly
have heen a wonderful thing for B.H.P,,
but a least it would have ensured that an
Australian company developed our iron
Ore resources.

I understand that this year B.H.P. is
spending £200,000,000 on capital develop-
ment ih Australia. Yet all these overseas
companies combined are spending only
£200,000,000 to develap their iron ore de-
posits. In other words, had B.H.P. been
permitted to act along the lines I have
suggested we would now have had an Aus-
tralian company developing just as gquickly
as, or even more guickly than all the other
firms combined, and all of the profits that
accrue would have come back into the
Australian economy; and, ultimately, we
would have had a great Australian shipping
line to carry our iron ore and our processed
ore to the various markets of the world.
That was the alternative.

Mr. Court: I can imagine the political
upheavel there would have been if we had
tried to do that.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I think the Australian
people would very quickly have realised
what advantages such a scheme held for
Australia. Instead of having a steel in-
dustry which was middle-sized by world
standards we would have had one of the
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biggest steel industries in the world—and
possibly the biggest. It was as simple as
that: the biggest steel industry in the
world, and a huge shipping line as well:
and all the profits would have been fed
back, for all time, into the Australian
economy. However, I mention that only
as an alternative.

Mr. Jamieson: One is easier to nation-
alise than a number.

Mr. GRAYDEN: There are many other
alternatives.

Mr. Court: As soon as there was a
change of Government in the Federal
sphere one of the first things that would be
done would be to nationalise the indusiry.

Mr. Jamieson: One is easier to national-
ise than a lot. He is on our side.

Mr. Court: We cannot even give them
the right to export today.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Many people really be-
lieve that these deposits which have been
found in the north have come to light only
since the embargo was lifted. Nothing
could be further from the truth.

Mr. Jamieson: A lot of people think the
present Minister for Mines found them.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Virtually every one of
these deposits was well known.

Mr. Fletcher: More than 10 years ago,

Mr. GRAYDEN: PFar beyond that. I
could tell my own personhal experiences in
respect of some of these deposits; but firstly
I should like to quote from a journal called
Commerce, Industrial and Mining Review.
This journal has a feature on iron ore and
I should like to read two or three extracts
from it.

Mr. Fiefcher: What is the date of it and
what page are you quoting from?

Mr. GRAYDEN: It is the issue of June
1965, page 28. It states—

The Hamersley iron provinee, which
extends over 35,000 square miles
and includes the well known major de-
posits at Mt. Tom Price, Mit. Whale-
back and Rabeg River, has been known
as an iron rich area sinee Woodward’s
explorations before the turn of the
century. In 19207 Government geo-
logist A. Gibb Maitland discovered
limonitic ore at Robe River and hema-
tite at Mt. Edith. In 1920 H. W, B.
Talbot, a Government geologist, found
iron at Weeli Welli Springs, Ethel
Gorge and Mt. McRae.

That gives some indication of what the
situation was in respect of Mt. Tom Price.
I shall now turn to page 28 where the
Jjournal has this to say—

One of the first men to record the
existenice of large iron ore resources
was an early Government geologist, H.
P. Woodward. In his annual report
of 1888-8% on the north-west division
he wrote:
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“This is essentially an iron
country—there is enough to supply
the whole world should the present
resources be worked out”.

That was in 1888-89 and deals only with
the Robe River and Hamersley deposits.
But the Robe River deposits are only 60
miles or so from Onslow. Ever since this
area was first settled kangaroo shooters,
prospectors, dingo trappers, and others,
have heent over it constantly.

I went out there first in 1939, but let us
get away from that area and speak about
the Mt. Newman deposits. A reference to
the early geclogical reports would show
ithat the existence of iron ore in that area
was well known. The people on the
istations which are established around
there all knew of it. So would anyone
suggest that that fact was not well known
many years ago? I can recall going out
there with my father in 1949 and 1950.
We pegged chromite in the Opthalmia

Range, which is 256 miles north of
Meekatharra.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
honourable member has another five
minutes.,

Mr. GRAYDEN: That chromite was
immediately adjacant to the areas which
have been taken up by Mt. Newman. We
worked that area for a while and sub-
sequently sold it, in 1954 or thereabouts, to
B.H.P. for about £16,000 When one can
g0 into a range like that and find a deposit,
work it, make something out of it, and sell
it to a company like BH.P. for £16,000,
would anyone suggest that one would not
know what else was there? One would
naturally get in a car and go along the
edge of the range to see what other
chromite deposits were there, particularly
as this was the only large deposit in Aus-
tralia.

In 1922 my own father owned Sylvania
Station, which is a station alongside the
Opthalmia Range. I can assure the House
that the existence of iron ore in that area
was extraordinarily well known at that
time. At Mt. Gibson an individual pegged
what he called the Mt. Gibson extension.
Incidentally the Government put a reserve
on Mt. Gibson but this person took a de-
posit alongside, One would infer that too
was unknown o the Government; other-
wise it would have bheen included in that
reserve. But for the benefit of the Min-
ister for Industrial Development I would
point out that there was a station fence
going right across that deposit., Can any-
one suggest that the deposit was not
known? I agree with what the Minister
said during the last session of Parliament
that—

At that time the known reserves of
iron ore in Australia were very limited,
in spite of what some people have
said: that they knew of millions of
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tons here and there. The official re-
cords of both the State and Com-
monwealth Governments at that time
indicated that the Australian iron ore
deposits were very limited.

I appreciate that the Minister undoubtedly
made that statement in good faith, and
in one respect it was correct. Certainly
the records of the department showed
very little information about the deposits
1 referred to, for the reason that there
had been a ban on the pegging of deposits
since the days of the Lyons Government.
When we were mining in the north we
pegged iron ore deposits; and subse-
quently hundred of others also pegged
such deposits. They were told, however.
that the Mines Department would not
accept applications, and no record was
made of those happenings.

So when the Minister says that virtu-
ally nothing was known of the deposits,
I say it is not correct. If one liked to
really g0 into the matter one could get a
wealth of evidence which would show very
clearly that there was no foundation for
that particular statement. I only men-
tion this to indicate that when the em-
bargo was lifted it was not a matter of
overseas firms going out and spending tre-
mendous sums on exploratory work in
order to find these deposits. They were
already known many years bhefore the em-
bargo was lifted. Most people, of course,
were not interested in them because they
did not beliecve them to be economically
sound.

I blame our own departments and the
Commonwealth Government, particularly
the Bureau of Mineral Resources, for that
state of affairs. They did not bother to
make any sort of survey of the iron ore
reserves of Western Australian way back
in 1952 when they said the ore reserves
were limited, but every person In the
north who had anything to do with
mining was conversant with these huge
deposits.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
honourable member’s time has expired.

ME. TONKIN (Melville—Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [8.19 pm.1: I desire to
congratulate you, Sir, upon your appoint-
ment to the very high office you hold.
There is no doubt that you are properly
equipped for the job, and we Khow from
experience that you will discharge your
duties with great efficiency.

Before I address myself to the various
matters with which 1 propose to deal there
is one subject which, in all fairness, I want
to tidy up. I took advantage of the de-
bate on the Supply Bill to mention what
I rezgarded as a premature disclosure of in-
formation regarding the death of a per-
son who had been struck by a motor
vehicle. At the time my information was
that the police had agreed to withhold the
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information but that the Press had, for
some reason or another, prematurely dis-
closed it.

I learnt subsequently that the fault lay
with the police, althouegh inadvertently.
Owing to a chanege of shifts the officer
coming on at the change was not made
aware of the fact that a request had been
submitted by the relatives that the in-
formation be withheld for 24 hours, and
the new policeman on duty made the in-
formation available to the Press; and they,
having got it, thought it was guite right to
use it.

In the way I mentioned this to the House
I implied there was some blame attach-
ing to the Press for not falling in with
the general arrangement. I hasten to re-
move any suggestion that the Press, or
the broadcasting statlons, were at fault. I
was subsequently informed of the true posi-
tion by the brother of the deceased per-
son, who first brought this matter to my
attention; and, seeing that, I took some
steps to ensure that, in future, information
should be withheld when to disclose it
might endanger the lives of others.

The Government having won the elec-
tion, I congratulate it. Whilst I might
deplore the fact and think that the Gov-
ernment did not deserve re-election—and
I certainly do not, and I hope to show it
did not—if nevertheless was able to con-
vince the public that it was entitled to a
further term of office. It having done so,
I make no complaint; I accept the verdict;
and I think the Government is entitled
to congratulations for having come back
with increased numbers. We know, of
course, that one of the reasons was
the continued publicity which has been
given abhout the tremendous development
that has taken place in Western Australia
since the Government has been in office.
That has been spread about so frequently
that apparently the majority of the people
believe it.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Don’t you?

Mr. TONKIN: No I do not; and neither
do some of the Minister's supporters, as
I propose to show.

Mr. Rowberry: The Minister does not
believe it himself.

Mr. TONKIN: I would like to quote from
the Commerce, Industrial and Mining Re-
view of 1969, in connection with Tomlin-
son Steel Ltd. Nobody would argue, or
attempt to argue, that those associated
with Tomlinsons would run contrary te the
Minister for Industrial Development. They
would not want to see him out of office.

Mr. Raoss Hutchinson: That does not
follow.

Mr. TONKIN: So they cannot be accused
of bias in favour of the Labor Party.

Mr. Court: I thought they were very good
friends of yours.
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Mr. TONKIN: In his annhual report to
the meeting of Tomlinson Steel early in
December, the Chairman, Mr. E. E, Tom-
linson, said that the 1964 printed report
of the directors was more comprehensive
than previously received. Then he went
on to say—

I feel that stockholders resident in
other States may not appreciate that
the buoyant conditions that the East-
ern States have experienced for many
years have been noticeably absent in
this industry in W.A., and that it is
only now that we are able to fill our
manufacturing capacity with some reat
hacklog of orders, and we feel that
W.A. has a most promising future
ahead.

Right up to the beginning of 1965 Mr.
Tomlinson implied that so far as his in-
dustry was concerned the Eastern States
were a mile ahead of us.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: He would have
gone broke if you had still been in office.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister has gone
off on ancther track now.

Mr. Court: No fear! That is g state-
ment of fact.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You were taking
all the work away from them.

Mr. TONKIN: I think that is a pretty
good starting peint which may take your
ego down g peg or twa for a start.

Mr. Court: You could not have picked
a worse case,

Mr. TONEKIN: If I could not have
picked a worse case than Tomlinson, who
is a great friend of the Minister, it is
hard to see what better illustration one
could get for circumstances of that kind.
However, I do not want to spend more
time on that than I have already, berause
I have a lot top do.

The Government had contemplated the
sale of the dredge Sir James Mitchell
Having the sale in contemplation, it spent
£40,000 of the State’s money to put it
into apple-pie order so that it could prac-
tically give it away to a company operat-
ing in the north.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It did not give
it away at all!

Mr. TONKIN: Yes it did; £150,000 was
the sale price for a wvessel on which
£40,000 had already heen expended, and
the replacement value of which would
new be many hundreds of thousands of
pounds.

Mr. Ross Hufchinson: This had to be
done.

Mr. TONKIN: What had to be done?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The work neces-
sary to bring it up to a standard of sea-
worthiness.



260

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister will have
a chance to get up on his feet and tell
me in his own time and not in mine. Let
us see the change of attitude in the
Liberal Party philosophy. In 1950, when
the present Premier was Minister for
Works, there was a job to be done in the
Bunbury Harbour which required the
breaking up of some basalt. Did the
private enterprise Government let the
contract to somebody else to perform?
Oh, no! It bought a worthless vessel called
the Lobnitz, which cost the department
practically a fortune, and it was then
found it couid not do the job: but the
Government did it to own the vessel itself
as a Government. Now we reach the
situation that we have 3 Government
vessel with plenty of work to be done by it.

Mr. Ross Hutchingson: That is wrong!

Mr. TONKIN: No; it is not wrong; and
the Government spent £40,000 on it—

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: To get a certi-
ficate of seaworthiness for it.

Mr. TONKIN: —having in mind that
it was going to sell it, and then it sold
it for £150,000; but before doing so the
Government used it, on a very minimum
charge, to dredge a channel on the north
coast. I would like to know how much
the State received for the 'use of that
vessel for that job performed for private
enterprise. We get this sort of thing all
along the line being done by this Gov-
ernment; that is, presents here, and
presents there. It is a crying shame that
this dredge, which is needed by the Gov-
ernment, should have £40,000 spent on it
before it is put up for sale.

Mr. Court: Why is this dredge needed
by the Government? My understanding is
that the technical advice was that it was
not needed.

Mr. TONKIN: When we wanted to do
some dredging for the Freeway, we did
not have the dredging capacity and we
had to obtain it from the Eastern States

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That dredgs
could not be used for that sort of work.,

Mr. TONKIN: That brings me to the
question of the State Shipping Service.
We send State ships on interstate trips,
at a loss of £10,000 g voyage, so that the
field will be clear for vessels, manned by
foreign seamen and engaged under shock-
ing rates of pay and conditions of work,
to obtain the cream of the traffic; whilsi
the Grants Commission points out to us
that we cannot continue to lose meney
on the State Shipping Service., I want to
know why the Government chartered a
ship for the State Shipping Service and
employed it on work for the BHP,
which work that company could have
done with its own ships.
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Mr. Courft: You are just so irrational
about these things. Do you want these
materials to come from the Eastern States,
or from Western Australian manufac-
turers?

Mr, TONKIN: You wait! I will tell
you what I want! If the Government
charters a ship, I want it to use that ship
to handle the ftraffic that is available in
this State and enable the ship to work
at a profit and not at a loss; and I do
not expect the Government to charier a
ship to do work for B.H.P. which that
company is capable of doing for itself.
I refer to the use of the vessel Wongarra
which went to Groote Eylandt with cargo
for BH.P. and that cargo was carried at
a loss. Why shouid we be doing work
for B.H.P. at a loss?

Mr. Court: You are so very wrong.
We get a very satisfactory freight rate
and we get Waestern Australian goods
there. I can tell you that.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister is not teil-
ing me at all!
Mr. Court: You would rather have the

goods come from Queensland or New South
Wales.

Mr, TONKIN: ‘That is what the Min-
ister is saying; not what I am saying.
Our vessels are sent to the Eastern States
on trips, at a loss of £10,000 a trip, whilst
the coast is left clear for these chartered
vesselis—

Mr, Court: And those vessels are losing
less than they would be if they were oper-
ating on our own coast,

Mr. TONKIN: —which are employed by
persons here and chartered in the know-
ledge that they will not have to obey the
provisions of the Marine Act, and thus
make all the more profit. I have in front
of me the original agreement which the
seamen employed on these ships are
obliged to sign before they can obtain
employment.,

Mr, Court: Will you go on record as
saying that you want the men—

Mr. TONKIN: I will go on record with
what I say and not what the Minister
says.

Mr. Court: If those are the views you
holg the seamen will not agree with you.

Mr. TONKIN: Here is one statement
from this Western Contracting Pty. Ltd.
Commonwealth of Australia Emplaoyment
Agreement—

(a) The Employee represents that
he is fully qualified, without the bene-~
fit of any further training or experi-
ence, to perform the duties of the
position classification specified above,

(b) If for its own convenience the
Contractor assigns the Employee to
a position classification higher or
lower than that for which he is hired,
the Employee will perform work in
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such classification to the best of his
ability at the straight time hourly rate
set forth above, even if the Employee
is employed in a lower position classi-
fication. If the Employee is assigned
to a higher position classification, he
may be paid such higher straight time
hourly rate as may be agreed upon be-
tween him and the Contractor.

The pericd of service hereunder
shall be at the sole election of the
Contractor who may terminate the
same at any time at will, excepting
only that after twelve (12) months
continucus employment from the date
of leaving the Point of Hire, the Em-
ployee may terminate his employment
hereunder by giving the Contractor
written notice specifying the date
upon which he desires to terminate
his employment, which date shall not
be less than thirty (30) days after
the date of delivery of such notice to
the Contractor.

Under that the employer can fire an
employee at a moment's notice, but the
employee cannot leave his employment
within 12 months without forfeiting a
large portion of his wages. I shall refer to
this later. Even though the employer
can fire the employee on a moment's
notice if the employee has been engaged
for 12 months, the employee has to give
the employer one month’s notice in writing
before he can leave the job. If he does
not, he suffers the same heavy financial
penalty. 'To continue—

If the contract between the Con-
tractor and the Client is terminated,
it is agreed that all provisions of this
agreement are automatically cancelled
and the Contractor will be responsible
only for Employee’s transportation to
the point of origin via the most econ-
omical and expeditious means of
transportation as well as wages while
returning.

Wages and Hours.

(a) Except as provided in para-
graph (b) straight time compensa-
tion shall be paid in Australia, in
Auystralian currency, to the Employee
at the straight time hourly rate set
forth above unless the Employee’s
position classification is changed as
provided for in Seetion 3(b) and the
straight time hourly rate is changed
by agreement with the contractor.

(e) The Employee will not be re-
quired to perform work within his
trade or profession while travelling
from point of hire to port of em-
barkation, while awaiting transporia-
tion at the port of embarkation, or
upon the return trip while travelling
from the port of debarkation to point
of hire. The Employee may be called
upon to performm minimum essential
services incident to overseas travel
from port of embarkation to the job
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site and on the return trip upon satis-
factory completion of the period of
service from the site of the work to
the port of debarkation.

During the time the employee is work-
ing he is not paid the full wages. One-
third of his wages is retained hy the em-
ployer and placed in a trust fund. If
the employee is sacked by the employer
he forfeits the money in the trust fund.
Similarly he forfeits that money if he de-
cides to leave the job, That means the
employvee has worked for two-thirds of
the wages due to him. On the other hand,
the employer at will can dispense with the
services of the employee and keep one-
third of the wages due to him. These are
the conditions which are being applied to
those who are engaged for work by West-
ern Contracting Pty. Ltd.

Let us look at some of the vessels which
are getting the benefit from exemption
under the Marine Act. I want to say that
when I deal with the Bill which is on the
notice paper I shall deal with it in prin-
ciple only and not in any way with the
details which I am now using, There is
a ship called Western Pueblo. I am in-
formed it is sailing under a flag of con-
venience. I asked a question of the Min-
ister whether any such vessels were flying
this flag of convenience, and he replied in
the negative, My information is that the
Western Pueblo is flying the Liberian flag.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You should check
the way in which you asked the question.

Mr. TONKIN: Was that what the Min-
ister qQid?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I answered you in
the appropriate fashion.

Mr. TONKIN: I think one can assume
that this ship was flying a flag of con-
venience, .

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: At this point I
cannot say whether or not it was.

Mr. TONKIN: My information is that
it was.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You should check
on my answer to ascertain whether I was
wrong.

Mr, TONKIN: I did not say the Minis-
ter was wrong. I merely stated that he
said none of those ships was flying a flaz of
convenience, hut my information is that
one was. I did not say the Minister was
wrohng: I might be wrong. I am simply
stating the position. The Minister says
these vessels are not given exemptions
under the Marine Act unless they produce
their survey certificates for sighting. What
value would be the survey certificate of
the Westerrn Pueblo?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I did not say it
had been sighted.

Mr. TONKIN: I would not like to go to
sea on that vessel. It is one of the ves-
sels which has been attracted to the State
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to enter into this trade which the State
vessels ought to be handling. Let us see
what happened to that ship. The crane
on it collapsed, and that meant the lives
of the men working under the crane were
endangered. That is the position with all
those ships which have been granted
exemption under the Marine Act.

Mr. Fletcher: They were trying to lift
82 tons with a 70-ton crane on that ship.

Mr. TONKIN: We protest about this
sort of thing. We say nohedy should be
encouraged to charter vessels and bring
them here, in the knowledge that they
would not -have to comply with the re-
quirements of the Marine Act. So the
charterers can then increase the amount
of profit which will be available to them
when they enter into contracts with some-
body to use their vessels.

I am informed that all these wvessels
which have come here in this manner, and
which are working under the knowledge
that they will not have to comply with
the provisions of the Act, have some dis-
ability or other with respect to their gear.

There is a vessel called Mariko, the der-
rick of which was faulty. The men re-
fused to work under it, and a board of
reference was called. The decision of the
board of reference was that this vessel
could not be used at Fremantle until the
derrick was repaired and inspected, in ac-
cordance with the usual practice adopted
in repairing damaged derricks. But the
vessel could go up north and be used to
the detriment of the people up there. The
decision of the board of reference was that
it could not be used in Fremantle. My
view is this: If it was not fit to be used in
Fremantle it was not fit to be used any-
where, because the lives of the people in
the ports of the north are just as
valuable as the lives of the people in Fre-
mantle, and they should all be protected.
But under the decision of the Government
there is no such protection.

Mr. Rowherry: As bad as the loeal BOV-
ernment authorities licensing of vehicles.

Mr. TONKIN: I am also informed that
the master of the Tanais, another granted
exemption under the Marine Act, refused
to send his cargo gear down from aloft at
Bunbury when requested to do so by the
harbour master at that port. I suppose
he was secared stiff it would nol measure
up to expectations or requirements. The
situation is that we have in the country a
Navigation Act and a Marine Act; and
ships operating interstate are controlled
as to safety and everything else under the
Navigation Act, but intrastate under the
Marine Act.

The action of the Government has meant
those ships that are granted exemption are
not controlled now under any Act, because
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the Navigation Act eannot apply to intra-
state ships, and the Government has de-
cided the State Act will not apply to them
either. So they have an open go to use
faulty gear and do just what they like.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is not true.

Mr. TONKIN: It is abhsolutely true
hecause all the department does is ask fo
see the survey certificates; and, I repeat:
What on earth good is it seeing the survey
certificate of a ship flying the Liberian
flag?

Mr. Ross Hutehinson: You are general-
ising on something you do not know any-
thing about, You are unwise.

Mr. TONKIN. Before I leave this sub-
jeet I want to say that in my opinion there
is an obligation on the State to do its
utmost to see that the State Shipping Ser-
viee does not continue to run at any greater
loss than cannot be avoided. I am told the
State Shipping Service asked for permis-
sion to have a 3,000-ton tanker, and that
was consistently refused.

Mr. Court: It never asked for anything
of the sort. Who told you that? Why
don't you ask the questions in the proper
way and get the answers? You are
guessing,

Mr. TONKIN: That is a laugh,
Mr, Court: You get the answers.
Mr. TONKIN: I can show -some hun-

dreds of questions I have asked and to
which I have not received answers.

Mr. Court: Where did you get this non-
sense about the tanker?

Mr. TONKIN: I will repeat the state-
ment: I am informed the request was
made by the service to the Government.

Mr. Court: In ather words, the general
manager,

Mr. TONKIN:
general manager.

Mr. Court: He is the only one who would
make the request,

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister ¢an put
what construction on it he likes, but my
information is that this request was made
to the Government and refused.

Mr. Court: You say, several times.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister says, “That
is not so.”

Mr. Court: That is right.

Mr. TONKIN: Let us leave it there for
the time being—and I say, for the time
being.

Mr. Court: T hope you ask this question
in a formal way.

Mr, TONKIN: That brings me to the
attitude of the Government, generally, with
regard to the enfercement of laws. We
hayve a situstion iz this State where the

I am not blaming the
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enforcement of law depends on one man—
and I refer to the Lotteries Commission
and the Totalisator Agency Board. A num-
ber of people can break the law—the same
law and doing the same things—but the
only ones prosecuted are those that the
chairman of each hoard or commission de~
cides to prosecute. 'That is a shocking state
of affairs,

As g maiter of fact, I will go further and
say it is an absolute scandal. The law
should be applied equally; and if a person
breaks it, no matter who he is or where he
is, how highly placed he is, or how much
influence he has got, he should stand up to
the punishment, But what do we find?
On the 3rd August I asked some questions
about the Lotteries Commission, as
follows:—

(1) When it comes to the notice of
the Secretary of the Lotteries
Commission that a breach of the
Lotteries Control Act may have
been committed, what procedure
is then followed?

At what stage is the matter re-
ferred to the Police Department?
The answers were—

(1) and (2) The complaint is re-
ferred to the police for investiga-
tion if considered necessary.

That is, if the chalrman considers it
necessary. Not if an offence has been
committed, but if the chairman considers
it necessary to refer it to the police,
So if he does not refer it to the police,
no action is taken; but if he does refer
it to the police, action is taken. So we
have a situation where compliance with
the Lotteries Control Act depends upon
the decision of the chairman of the com-
mission.

I have asked questions—and I have a
further series for tomorrow—about a cer-
tain sweep in which up to date five prizes
have been paid, but only three winning
prizes were advertised., One might ask
how could they pay out five prizes when
in the result of the sweep mentioned in
The West Ausiralian they only gave three
winning prizes. The answer to that from
the Lotteries Commission is simple: There
happened to be three second prizes all
with the same number. These were the
second prizes: 2541—that was the number
advertised; A2541—thaft got second prize
of £10; and B2541—that egot second prize
of £10. However, there was only one first
prize paid and only one third prize paid.

This situation came about because this
particular club sought permission to run
& raffle and was granted permission to
sell 3,000 tickets at 1s. and forthwith
printed 9,000 tickets in three series of
3,000 and sold them for 1s. each and
then advertised three winners. When
2541 was shown in the paper as being the
second-prize winning number, it was ap-
parently paid and shortly after the person

(2)
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who had ticket A2541 decided he was en-
titled to a prize s0 he asked for it and
the club refused to pay it. He promptly
sent it on to the Lotteries Commission.
What did it do? It did not inquire into
the whole thing; it teld the club it had
better pay this man a prize, which it did.
So there were two prizes. Shortly after
the holder of B2541 decided he was en-
titled to second prize too. Although his
ticket was not drawn out of the bharrel
he finished up being paid a prize.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Was this a foot-
ball club?

Mr. TONEKIN: This is a club.

Mr. Court: I suppose the secretary is
hoping there is no fellow with ticket “D,”

Mr. TONKIN: I want to know why the
commission Jid not show more interest
in ensuring that A and B of the first prize
and A and B of the third prize also got
prizes, if A and B of the second prize were
entitled to a prize.

Now the answer to this question really
puts the Minister in trouble, The question
Was—

Does he not agree that it is a2 most
remarkable coincidence hordering on
the miraculous that for second prize
three tickets bearing exactly the same
numerals were drawn?

The Minister’s answer was—

As no member of the commission
was present at the drawing, the sys-
tem used in drawing the lottery is not
known.

I would like to know how they know all
the butts were put in.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The Lotteries
Commission c¢annot check on all these
things.

Mr. TONKIN: How would they know all
the butts of the 9,000 tickets had been
included in the draw if they were not
there and d¢id not know the circumstances
under which the three second prizes came
out?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: There are hun
dreds of lotteries carried ouf throughout
the State. The commission does not have
a representative at the draws and does
not know whether the butts are all put
in.

Mr. TONKIN: I am not quarrelling
about that. What I am quarrelling about
js that the Minister’s answer to this coin-
cidence is that they did not know because
they were not there; but when I asked
him if all the butts were put in the draw,
the answer was, “Yes.” 1 want to know
how they knew if they were not there,

Mr. Ross Hutehinson: They probably in-
quired.

Mr. TONKIN: They inquired, did they?
Mr, Ross Huichinson: Yes.
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Mr. TONKIN: From the pecple who told
them they only drew three tickets!

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: From the club,
whichever it is.

Mr. TONKIN: From the club which in
its sworn declaration stated that it only
sold 3,000 tickets at a shilling! Fancy
asking them, and fancy accepting what
they said!

Mr. Hall: Sunday school club was it?

Mr. Rowberry: Sounds like Alice in
Wonderland.

Mr. TONKIN: The justification for
taking no action in this case was that
the commission gave these people a severe
reprimand. I am very interested to see
the wording of this reprimand, and I have
asked a question for tomorrow so the
Minister will be able to supply it. I sug-
gest to him that he supply the proper
answer, because I think I have a copy of
the letter.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: We would like to
know who your informant is. Would you
let us know how you managed to get it?

Mr. TONKIN: This will show the kind
of inquiry the commission made when it
received a request for the payment of an
additional second prize. It will be appre-
ciated that I d¢ not want unnecessarily to
introduce the names of individuals in
this case because I think it transcends
any personal matter. Therefore I pro-
pose not to disclose those names, but if
the Minister is interested he can see the
letter privately. It reads as follows:—

1 have received a letter from
...... eee0f ... Who claims
that his wife is entitled to second
prize of £i0 in your recently con-
ducted raffle she being the holder of

ticket number B2541 now in my

possession.
This, incidentally, s a letter from the
secretary of the commission. I{ con-
tinues—

Mr......ocoooeeeenn also states among other

things that his wife’s endeavours to
claim the prize did not meet with satis-
faction having been advised that three
geries of tickets—plain 1 to 3.000, Al
to A3,000, and Bl to BS3,000-—were
printed and that the plain ticket 25641
was the winner, It would appear that,
there is a great deal of substance in
Mr,...l _..Statement—

1 interpolate here: “I should say so!”” Con-
tinuing-—
and without the necessity of a com-
plete investigation—

Now mark that—without the necessity of
a complete investigation—
into the conduct of the raffle I am
to ask for full and complete details
in every respect to be furnished to
me at your earliest convenience.
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When the detail was furnished the commis-
sjion ordered that this person be paid the
prize, but no action was taken to see that
two more first prizes were paid or two
more third prizes were paid.

I must say that I have the greatest
doubt that the whole 9,000 tickets were in
the draw, because it seems a remarkable
thing to me that with three thousand A
tickets and three thousand B tickets, not
a single A or B ticket came out in the
draw. I will admit it is not impossible,
but I say it is improbable, and in view of
the other circumstances it suggesis that
6.000 tickets never got into the draw.
There is no evidence that the commission
made any inquiry into that aspect; nor did
it hand the matter to the police to decide
what they would do. The commission
decided that a severe reprimand would
meet the situation—in other words, “You
have been a naughty boy. Do not do ‘it
again or you will not get the right to run
another rafile,” We will see!

What makes me so annoyed about this is
that an elector of mine—the honorary
secretary of a very small cricket club,
struggling for a few shillings—was singled
out for treatment in the Press. I have the
articie in my hand. The chairman of the
commission in that case decided that he
would prosecuie, or the police were given
instruetions to do so.

Should this kind of thing depend upon
the whim of an individual, or should not
the circumstances of all these possible
breaches be submitted to the Crown Law
Department or to the Police Department
for the necessary action? I would point
out that the Act provides very serious
penalties for breaches of the kind to which
I have referred in regard to this particular
lottery, but the commission felt a severe
reprimand would meet the situation.

Now I have sgid oft-times before that
a similar situation exists in this State in
regard to the Totalisator Agency Board.
Every day races are held, there are agents
who. are all doing the same thing—eredit
betting. Now and again one is prosecuted
and punished for doing precisely what the
others continue to do with impunity,

Mr. Craig: There is no relationship at all,
and you know it.

Mr. TOl\_TKIN: The only difference is
this—and it is a matter of wealth: If
agent A has a client who rings up and
puts large sums of money on a horse, the
agent purports, according to the Govern-
ment’s interpretation, to lend the bettor
money.

Mr. Craig: He doesn’t lend the money.
He guarantees the payment.

Mr. TONKIN: If the betior has the
money and comes along on the Monday
morning and pays it in time for the agent
to pay the board, then no action is taken
and the agent can go on year after year.

Mr. Craig: It is perfectly legal, that is
why. '
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Mr. TONKIN: But if the bettor rings
up and invests £1,000 with an agent, and
the agent assumes this bettor is going to
continue to do what he has done for
months and pay on the Monday, but the
bettor reaches a stage where he is unable
to do it and he gives a cheque which
bounces, then the agent, not having the
money himself with which to pay the
board, is prosecuted.

He goes to the court and is prosecuted
for betting on credit. He is told he cannot
do that. He only finds himself in that
position because the bettor has defaulted.
But the other agents are doing precisely
the same thing, but because they are not
unlucky to be betting with a man who is
forced to default, no action is taken. The
decision to take this action depends upon
the chairman of the board,

Mr. Craig: It is nothing of the sort.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes It is.

Mr. Craig: We have had this argument
before.

Mr, TONKIN: Fortunately, I am in a
position to prove this ahbsolutely.

‘Mr. Craig: You are always
position.

Mr. TONKIN: I ask the Minister to ask
the Commissioner of Police if I did not
put to him the question whether he would
prosecute in cases of a breach of the law
if the Chairman of the T.A.B. had not re-
qguested him to do so, and he said he
would not prosecute or take any action un-
less he was asked to do so by the Minister
or the commission,

Mr. Craig: That is your interpretation
of breaking the law. You are on the wrong
track completely.

Mr. TONKIN: No. The Minister is on
the wrong track as he will learn in a
month or two. That is the situation and
it is the same with the Lotteries Com-
mission, There are pecple breaking the
law and a few are singled out for prosecu-
tion. However, those who are prosecuted
are prosecuted at the whim of one person.

Mr. Craig: No.

Mr., TONKIN: Yes. The Minister’s
answers to questions show that. Let me
remind the Minister by guoting the
answers he gave to the questions I asked
about this. The questions were as fol-
lows:—

(1) When it comes to the notice of
the BSecretary of the Lotteries
Commission that a breach of the
Lotteries Control Act may have
been committed, what procedure
is then followed?

(2) At what stage is the matter re-
ferred tc the Police Department?

The answer was as follows:—
The complaint is referred to the
police for investigation if considered
necessary.

in that
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By whom?
Mr. Craig: The commission.
Mr. TONKIN: The commissioner. Yet

I am going to tell the Minister that the
case of the raffle, with which I have been
dealing, has never been before the com-
mission.

Mr. Craig: Is that so?
Mr. TONKIN: It is so0.
Mr, Craig: How do you know that?

Mr., TONKIN: How do I know a lot of
things?

Mr. Craig: The same as you know about
the 3,000-ton tanker. That is another one
we are waiting to hear about.

Mr. TONKIN: I would not go too far on
that one. I mention these cases {0 show
what a shocking state the administration
of the law is in under this Government,
when prosecution or not depends upon
the decision of one man and the Police
Department does not get a chance to have
a look at it and the Crown Law Depart-
ment does not get a chance to look at it
unless asked to do so by a certain person,
if he considers it necessavy.

I ask you, Mr. Acting Speaker (Mr.
Davies) would you have considered it
necessary to refer the circumstances of
this particular lottery to anybody, or would
you have issued a severe reprimand?

1 am conscious of the fact that my time
is running out rapidly, but I cannot let
the opportunity pass without saying some-
thing about iron ore, which was so ably
handled by the member for South Perth.
I think he proved very well that with re-
gard o iron ore, generally, the Govern-
ment has made a mess of the situation.

Mr. Court: That is what you would like
to think.

Mr. TONKIN. Give me a chance! The
Minister interjected while the member for
South Perth was speaking and said he was
anxious to have s steel industry established
as early as possible. I wonder why he did
not show that same anxiety in 1961 when
Rio Tinto offered to provide one straight-
away.

Mr. Court: What, again! Same old re-
gprd which we have heard half a dozen

imes.

Mr. TONKIN: A good old record is worth
playing a number of times. A lot of people
do it. The Minister has denied that any
such offer was ever made. His Premier
has also denied it, too.

Mr. Court: Rio Tinto is now Hamersley,
angd it is a better proposition.

Mr, TONKIN: That has nothing to do
with it.

Mr. Court: It is a better proposition than
was ever put forward by Rio Tinto.

Mr. TONKIN: That is not the paint.
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Mr. Court: Yes it is,

Mr. TONKIN: Rio Tinto put forwarg a
proposition, which the Minister and the
Premier denied. I have here an article
which was published in the Daily News on
the 17th March this year under the head-
ing “Question Mark On Ore Deals.” It
reads as follows:—

Charges of Government secrecy sur-
rounding mineral and industrial
undertakings could start airings of
other dealings.

A hig question mark still hangs over
what happehed when the giant English
mining company Rio Tinto offered a
steel mill to the State Government in
1961. '

My charge is that the Government wasted
time trying to sell low grade ore, prevent-
ing other people from making any attempt
to sell at the time, until finally there were
too many sellers on the market. The
buyers got together and we ended up sell-
ing the ore at almost give-away prices. I
am told that it is 15s. per ton below world
prices.

On the 11th May, 1963, there ap-
peared in The West Australian a message

by A.AP.-Reuter which read as follows;— .

Commenting on this news item Mines
Minister Griffith said: “The talks were
being resumed subject to the phos-
pherous content of the iron ore and
the price being acceptable to the
Japanese buyers.”

Earlier it had been stated—
Current negotiations are merely a re-
sumption of earlier ones which were
suspended because of disagreement on
the quality of the iron ore to be mined
by Western Mining Corporation at
Tallering Peak.

S0 there had been negotiations which had
been suspended over the quality of the ore;
and the Minister for Mines had made it
clear to the Japanese that only two com-
panies had been authorised by the Govern-
ment to sell at that time, so thev were un-
able to do business with anybody else.

That restriction at that time and the
attempt to force the Japanese to take Tal-
lering Peak ore enabled the Japs to get into
a bargaining position.

Mr. Court: No. The Government did the
right thing by Geraldton.

My, TONKIN: I asked the Premier the
other day whether he had received a
circular from the Commonwealth with
regard to being careful about giving con-
tracts for the purchase of goods overseas
and overlocking Australian supplies. The
Premier's answer was that he had had a
search made in his department back over
two years and he could not find any such
circular. Maybe Western Avstralia did
not get one, but I would like to quote
from the Commerce Industrial and Mining
Review of February, 1965. If members do
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not know, this is no paperback novel
filled with fiction, it is a very reputable
periodical, and I would assume that the
information which is reported in it would
be factual—at least, I would hope it is.
This is what it says on page 91—

Japanese vehicles have won an
estimated 10 per cent. of the New
South Wales and Queensland markets.
But the Japanese are known to fear
that the Federal Government shortly
wiil increase the duty on completely
assembled cars imported. The present
Japanese activity, therefore, may be
attributed in part to a rush to get
plenty of stocks into Australia before
the duty is lifted.

On another front, the Federal Gov-
erniment has moved (o protect local
heavy manufacturing industry against
increasing Japanese competition by
circularising State Governments with
advice that they are expected to
assist Australian industry.

This follows charges that, having
contracted to buy huge quantities of
coal and iron ore from the Queens-
land and West Australian Govern-
ments, Japan has been applying
pressure through her contracts to
make the two States buy railway
rolling stock, heavy machinery and
other engineering equipment.

In the face of that very definite statement
I find it hard to believe that Western
Australia did noié receive such a circular.

Mr. Bovell: Did you not refer to New
South Wales and Queensland? The article
goes oh to refer to those two States.

Mr. TONKIN: No:; this refers to
Queensland and Western Australia.

Mr. Court: Before the Premier answered
your question he had inquiries made al
other departments as well as his own.

Mr. TONKIN: That is so.

Mr. Court: There is no trace of such
a letter.

Mr., TONKIN: It would be a most re-
markable thing if such a direct statement
were made without any basis. I admit
that not everything one reads in
periodicals and newspapers can be be-
lieved; but this is written in such a way
as to convey with it an indication that
the writer knows what he is talking about.
If such a circular were sent—and I pro-
pose to take some steps to find cut—and
the Government, after searching back for
two years knows nothing of it, it would
appear it did not take much notice of
the circular.

Of course, that is all pure assumption.
Up to date we have to aceept the situation
that the State did not get such a circular,
but fortunately avenues are available for
ascertaining this, and that is exactly what
I propose to do in order to establish the
true position.
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Members will appreciate that I have a
lot more to say but no time in which to
say it, so 1 must conclude my remarks
at this stage and reserve what I still have
to say for a future opportunity.

MR, WILLIAMS (Bunbury) £9.19 pm.]:
Along with other members, Sir, I would
like to take this opportunity of offering
congratulations on your re-election to the
office of Speaker in this Parliament. There
are various people in_my electorate whom
you know personally, Mr, Speaker, and
through me they send their congratula-
tions to you.

In his Speech, His Excellency mentions
the continued economic progress and de-
velopment of the State, and we have heard
something about that this evening. I be-
lieve this progress is taking place, and
there are many other people throughout
the State who are of the same opinion.
This progress is something which we can
all see and there is no doubt that we can
believe in it.

There is another reference in His Excel-
lency’s Speech to the tourist industry, and
under this heading he says—

The past year has set new records
in income earned from tourist traffic
and in the number of visitors to West-
ern Australia. Development in the
North is providing access to an area
of abundant interest to the visitor.

He goes on to say—

The tourist industry is now the
State’s second biggest earner of in-
come from the Eastern States. The
Tourist Development Authority is con-
tinuing its policy of subsidising de-
velopment of beaches, caravan parks
and other tourist amenities,

My few remarks will not be directed at
the tourist industry but at town planning,
which hag a considerable impact on the
economic progress and development of the
State as well as its tourist trade. In this
respect 1 shall refer particularly to town
planning in country areas. As g result
of some questions I asked in the House
last week I find there is a shortage of staff
in the country section of the Town Plan-
ning Department and I think this will be-
comre apparent from the arguments which
I intend to put forward,

I asked the Minister representing the
Minister for Town Planning several ques-
tions concerning the officers in the Town
Planning Department and I was advised
that the total number of officers is 55. The
number of planning officers or assistants,
administrative officers, clerical officers,
and general staff toftals 55, and I asked
the Minister also what number of officers
in those classifications were employed
directly by the country section of the
Town Planning Department. In reply to
this question the Minister sald that there
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were two planning officers, one planning
assistant, and two draftsmen employed
full time on country work,

I should now like to advise members
to the best of my ability of the duties of
these officers because I helieve that this
question has a lot to do with my later
remarks. As I understand it, it is the
duty of one of the planning officers to
be responsible to the commissioner for
all planning work outside the metropoli-
tan area. This covers virtually the whole
of the State outside the defined metro-
politan area. That officer is responsible
for the town planning schemes of each
individual town that asks for a scheme,
as well as for regional studies. A region
is composed of a certain number of towns;
and, in my own case, the region would
consist of the Bunbury, Capel, Harvey, and
Dardanup shires. The regions of Albany,
Geraldton, Northam—and probably in time
to come, Esperance—would all have cer-
tain other towns included within their
regions.

The second planning officer’s duties in-
volve regional and geographic studies to
enable schemes to have some sense. This
involves the study of the future develop-
ment in the towns concerned as well as
gauging their future population, what
problems those localities have, and a com-
pilation of reports on these aspects. The
planning assistant is responsihle for the
examination of and the recommendation
to the Town Planning Department in re-
gard to all subdivisions and appeals in
areas outside the metropolitan area, As
members will realise, of course, there are
many subdivisions taking place in country
areas gnd there is a good deal of re-zoning.
Consequently there are many appeals. He
is also responsible for the administration
of existing schemes and what little time
he has left, if he has any, he has to spend
on new schemes.

The work of the two draftsmen is ob-
viously the result of what the other three
officers do; and as fown planning schemes
come forward the draftsmen are called
upon to place on the maps the various
colours showing zoned areas and the like.
Their work really hinges on the amount
of work done by the other three officers
which, I believe, is a great deal.

I understand that in Western Australia
we have 56 country town planning schemes,
and this information surprised me greatly.
These schemes range fraom places as far
afield as Wyndham in the north to Esper-
ance in the south, and quite a distance east.

Schemes which have been done privately
—although not wholly and solely privately
because the department has been involved.
administratively—have thus been assisted
by the Town Planning Department at some
stage. However, now they are constantly
being referred back to the Town Planning
Department for the sclution of some ad-
minjstrative problem or attendant matters.
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Such schemes numhber 11, and some
of the towns affected include Bunbury,
Busselton, Northam, Merredin, Corrigin,
Narrogin, Margaret River, Augusta, Bridge-~
town, Australind, Moora, and Katanning.
Schemes that are being prepared and
actively worked on by af least three offi-
cers of the Town Planning Department
number 22, and embrace the towns of
Geraldton, Esperance, Goomalling, Calin-
giri, Bolgart, Wongan Hills, Ballidu, Dal-
wallinu, Natara, Beverley, Mullewa, Don-
gara, Denison, Wyndham, Port Hedland,
Carnarvont, Jerramungup, Hyden, and
Narembeen.

Those schemes about which inguiries
have been made, and on which some pre-
liminary moves have been made, number
23. These are schemes in connection with
which a shire has asked the Town Planning
Department to have a look at its area for
the purpose of town planning. Such
towns include places like Harvey, Broome,
Kondinin, Lancelin, Pithara, and many
others. These three different schemes I
have outlined total 56; and, in addition to
this worlk, these three officers are asked at
various times by the Land Settlement
Board to conduct studies and surveys of
towns which are coming into being as a
result of various projects being initiated
throughout the State. These studies have
been made at places such as Koolyanobb-
glg, Kununurra, Exmouth Gulf, and King

ay.

It is very pleasing to see such a large
number of local authorities asking the
Town Planning Department to have their
town planning schemes implemented; be-
cause I believe that, in some parts of the
State, until the pre-war years nothing was
done aboui town planning, but nowadays
people are guite cons~ious of th- need for
preper town planning, not only in the
metropelitan area but also in  ouniry
areas. However, the work of the officers
of the country section of the Town Plan-
ning Department varies consider~h'y from
the work performed by those officers on
town planning in the metroro’it*n area,
not only because of some peculiarifies be-
tween the two sections. but be-ars~ of the
distance the officers in the country section
have to travel.

1f a shire in the metropolitan area re-
quests that a town plannin- of% er be
made available to work gn a s h~ e on a
parti~ular day I suppose it wou'd t~-e him
possibly only an hour to get from h.s office
to that rarticular shire. barrine. of -ourse,
any traffic snarls he might encounfer. It
would not take him any longer to travel
from ithe Town Planning Department to
the oflice of that’ shire. However. when
an offi~er employed in the country section
of the Town Planning Department receives
a call to go to Wyndham or some other
place in the mnorth, or, alternatively, a
centre situated in the south, such as
Esperance, it means that he will be en-
gaged not merely for an hour but at least
one day.
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If, for instance, he has to travel to Bun-
bury it would mean that he would be on
the road for two hours 15 minutes each
way, making a totel of about 44 hours
travelling time., Therefore an officer
assigned to 2 job in Bunbury would not be
prepared to spend four hours on the road
to discuss town planning matéers with the
local representatives of the shire which
might take him only an hour:; it is more
than lkely he would line up other matiers
for his attention which would occupy him
for the whole day.

In travelling to a place in the north,
and depending on the mode of transport
used—either ear or plane—such a journey
could take up to five days, the time being
also governed by the complexities of the
problem with which the officer may he
faced. Therefore, in comparing the work
of the officers of the Town Planning De-
partment there is a great difference, for a
start, between the time spent in visiting
particular areas. Further, the problems in
the country are more diverse, I feel, than
those in the metropolitan area. Admit-
tedly, any suburb has its own particular
problem, but in the country each town has
its own problems which no doubt are
occurring frequently in various shires of
the metropolitan area.

The means by which a local authority
can implement a town planning scheme
are, I consider, limited to a degree, he-
cause the amount of finance available to
a2 local authority by way of rates. ete., is
not guite as great as that availahle to its
counterpart in the metropolitan area.
Therefore I believe that at times a local
authority in a country district may experi-
ence difficulty in having a town planning
scheme planned and implemented by a
private town planning consultant.

A total number of 56 town planning
schemes which. I have no doubt, will in-
crease considerably over the next five
years—together with the reasons I have
outlined—suggests, in my opinion, to the
Minister for Town Planning, that he
should give consideration to increasing the
number of officers employed in the country
section of his department.

The information I am now about
to zive has not been supplied by the
Minister, but is my own. T believe
there are nine country fown plan-
nint sh~mes about which inguiries have
been made, but on which nothing can be
done, It is not possible for the officers at
present employed to do any more than
they are doing now, 1 believe the oificers
employed by the department at present
are dedicated to their work. They really
believe in town planning and they do their
best to gef as mu~h drne as possit’~- but
of course, when one is pushed for time, as
they are, it necessitates their working not
eieht hours a day but 15, 16, or more hours
per day.
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Town planning has also quite an in-
fluence on our tourist resorts, because T
believe that in these days of fast trans-
port by motorcar and other easy and swift
modes of transport, one has only to make
up one’s mind to travel to a holiday re-
sort on the coast or some inland country
town and one reaches one's destination
within a few hours. Consequently there
are a number of small holiday resorts
springing up all along the coast. I in-
stance a place such as Kalbarri which is
at the mouth of the Murchison River.
I visited that place myself in May whilst
I was on holiday and I was surprised at
the development that is going on. This
is one of the towns which is being
assisted by the country section of the
Town Planning Department to implement
its development scheme. Similarly, there
are a number of other areas stretching
to the north and down along the south
coast to Esperance.

I am of the opinion that nearly ail the
coastal resorts and other places where
development will eventually take place
should be given some consideration, and
the Town Planning Department should
not wait for a commencement of
such development. 'These places should
be planned- before the development starts
because then it could proceed in an
orderly fashion and in a way which is most
heneficial to everyone.

I hbelieve that no recommendation has
been made, so I recommend to the Minis-
ter that an officer of the Town Planning
Department be sent to the Eastern States
or even overseas to conduct a study or a
survey of coastal holiday resorts with
emphasis on their mode of planning so
that we ean keep an eye on the future—
perhaps even for the next 10 or 15 years—
s0 that a plan can be laid down over this
period for the various holiday resorts. If
such a suggestion is followed I believe that
£1,000 spent today is worth the expendi-
ture of hundreds of thousands of pounds
in a few years’ time. I commend that
suggestion te the Minister and I hope
that in the near future we will see some
inerease in the number of staff employed
in the country section of the Town Plan-
ning Department.

The only other matter I wish to
refer to at this stage is the techni-
eal schoo! at Bunbury, which subject I
raised last session. This is a regional
' technical school, Last year I mentioned
that great expansion was taking place
within it. It was started in 1963, and 1965
has seen even further expansion. I be-
lieve that in 1966 the schocl will be full
to capacity and will be unable to accom-
modate any more new students in a great
number of subjects.

I would like to draw the atiention of
the Minister to the figures for student
hours in the first terms of 1963, 1964, and
1965. In 1963, when the technical school
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was started. 22,889 student hours were
legged; in the first term of 1964, approx-
imately 42,591 student hours were logged.
This is roughly a 100 per cent. increase,
In ferm one of 1965 approximately 52,700
student hours were logeed. This is getting
very near to saturation point in so far
as the size of the present school is con-
cerned.

There are insufficient rooms at the
schoal for night classes, and this is re-
duced to 24 night classes being held in
the Bunbury High School each week. I
realise that this must happen before a new
school can be built, because when the
existing school is only just filled, and not
overflowing it is not an economiecal
proposition to build another school, due
to the fact no doubt that the Minister has
many calls on the finance available
through his department for other towns,
I believe, however, that the time has come
when serious consideration should be
given to the securing of a new site in
Bunbury for a technical school, and I
feel that this should be built not later
than 1867. If it is at all possible it
should be built in 1966.

There is difficulty at the moment in
making available the required accom-
modation for trade apprentices, It was
said in this House by the member for
Collie only the year before last that we-——
that is, Bunbury—would not get enough
trade apprentices to use that section of
the technical school; that they just would
not go to Bunbury. But here we find, two
years later, that the requirements there
are not sufficient to cater for the number
of apprentices using the school. With
the growth in industry, not only in Bun-
bury, but in the surrounding districts—
including your own, Mr. Speaker—there
will be an even greater need for this very
necessary section of education.

Great difficulty is also being experienced
in the provision of accommodation for
classes in practical technical training for
the electrical trade. I am now talking
about night classes for retraining, and
also for the radio certificate course. The
radio certificate course is being taken by
a numhber of people within the area; and
not only in Bunbury. It is being taken by
fishermen, and by people who have their
own pleasure c¢raft; and it is also being
taken by licensed pilots and by trainee
pilots, It is part and parcel of the course
to secure a private pilot's license.

Difficulty is being experienced, also, in
providing practical training for farmers.
As members know, these days if farmers
have not a welding plant of their own and
there happens to be one nearby, and they
can use it, it can save them a considerable
amount ¢f money and time. There is not
sufficient room available to pravide for
farm welding, motor maintenance, and
diesel instruction for farmers. Of course,
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as we all know, the maintenance of motors
both internal combustion and of diesel
engines is very important to all farmers.

At the moment it is not possible to meet
the extensions of the certificate and
diploma training courses. There are 3
number of cadets who wish to take out
their certificates or diplomas on various
subjects, and they are unable at the
moment to do this because of the lack of
accommaodation. That is the main reason.
Applications are also received for the pro-
vision of initial subjects for the diplomas
of mechanical engineering and civil
engineering. The demand is mainly
coming from cadet and trainee engineers
from the Main Roads Department, the
Irrigation Department, the Drainage De-
partment, and the Public Works Depart-
ment. There is also a demand from local
industries and from the local authority.
If it were possible to incorporate all these
aspects of technical education in one
technical school I feel it would do the
entire south-west area a great deal of
good, quite apart from promoting de-
centralisation.

The technical school advisory com-
mittee has recommended to the depart-
ment a site of approximately 10 acres
south-east of the town. It is not within
the present residential area of Bunbury,
but it has been recommended as a site
which in the next five to 10 years will be
a very accessible portion of the town both
from the residential and from the indus-
trial point of view.

This is adjacent to the proposed outer
ring road which will be connecting the
Perth-Bunbury Highway to the Bussell
Highway; so access will be no problem,
and it will not channel ftraffic fto the
northern end of the town, which is becom-
ing a bottleneck. This is one of the rea-
sons why I advocated the planning of this
scheme in my earlier remarks. I did so
in order that consideration could be given
to the future and that the whole scheme
might be carried out with commonsense.

Accordingly I would ask the Minister to
investigate this matter of the technical
school as soon as possible, and I hope and
trust that we may see the beginning of a
new technical school in Bunbury in the
next two years,

MR. MOIR (Boulder-Eyre) [9.42 pm.]:
I join with other members, Mr. Speaker, in
extending to you my congratulations on
once more being elected to the high office
you hold. There are a few matters with
which I would like to deal, now that I have
the opportunity of speaking to the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-Reply.

One matter that concerns me very much,
and it must concern a number of other
people, including members here, and mem-
bers of the public outside, is the appalling
accident and death rate which we have
experienced on the roads, and which

[ASSEMBLY.]

seems to bhe ever mounting. ‘There
are a number of aspects of this
problem with which I do not propose
to deal tonight; buti, like other people, 1
receive a considerable amount of printed
matter on this questicn, and quite a lot of
it from the National Safety Council which,
in my opinion, is endevouring to do a good
job.

The National Safety Council, quite
rightly in my view, emphasises the
necessity for providing safety belts in
passenger cars; indeed, I think they should
be fitted in all vehicles to protect the driver
and the passengers. One thing that struck
me, however, is that although the National
Safety Council gives quite a lot of publicity
to the necessity for these steps to be taken,
we see advertising carried out by motorear
firms and by firms that sell petrol and oil in
which they depict cars being driven; but
I have not once seen a safety belt
displayed. We do not see drivers depicted
with safety belts on tielevision or other
means of advertising. This matter should
be taken up by the National Safety
Council with the parties concerned, to .
seek their co-operation in bringing before
the public the need to fit safety helts to
cars.

Any sensible person is aware that safety
belts do not prevent aceidents; but in most
cases the use of such belts does prevent
the accidents from being more serious.

Mr. Craig: I think the oil companies will
follow your suggestion, because they sub-
scribe rather generously to the National
Safety Council.

Mr. MOIR: With practically no cost to
themselves, the oil companies could take
that further by depicting in advertisements
the passengers and drivers wearing safety
belts. While this Government advocates
the use of safety belts it does nof insist
on their use. I have noticed some Gov-
ernment cars being fitted with only one
safety belt for the passenger in front but
none for the passenpers at the back. I
have seen cars in which one safely belt
is provided for the driver and one for the
passenger in the front seat, but none for
the other passengers,

On the 5th August I asked a question of
the Premier ¢n the subject. It was—

{1 Is it considered that the fitting
of safety belts in cars is a desir-
ahle measure that results in the
lessening of injuries in the case
of accidenis?

(2) If so, what is considered the most
effective type of belt?

The answer given by the Premier was—
(1) Yes.
(2) Combination lap/sash type.

I understand the combination lap/sash
type is considered to be very good. It is
the type which I have fitted to my car in
Kalgoorlie.
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I was astonished when I asked further
questions of the Premier to learn that the
least efficient and the cheapest type of car
belt was fitted to Government cars. On
the 10th August I asked the Premier this
question—

(1> How many of the Government’s
fleet of cars are equipped with
safety belts?

(2} Are any not so equipped?
His answer was—

(1) and (2) From a survey of 32
departments and utilities cover-
ing 2,012 passenger type motor
vehicles, it was found that 1,664
werg equipped with safety belts
and 348 were not eguipped.

So 348 Government vehicles wele not
equipped at all. In reply to the third
part of the question as to what type of
helts are used, and how many are pro-
vided in each case, the Premier gave this
answer—

(3) Lap type belis are used through-
out and normally two belts are
provided per vehicle. The ex-
ceptions are 34 vehicles which
have four belts and 197 vehicles
which have only one.

What is the reason for supplying only one
belt te 197 vehicles?

Mr. Craig: That depends on the type of
vehiele. They are not all passenger cars.

Mr. MOIR: The Premier said that nor-
mally two belts were provided per vehicle.
Although the Government has many cars
which have a capacity for siX passengers,
and very often carry that number, the
maximum number of belts provided to
each ear is four. It is just as important
to protect all the people in a passenger
vehicle as it is to protect those in the
front, because passengers on the back
seat are as much exposed to danger as
the others. The Government scems to
adopt a parsimonious attitude in respeet
of the installation of safety belts, for 348
vehicles are not fitted with them at all

When I look at the answer to a simi-
lar question which was asked last year
I am uncertain whether or not I can
assume that the answer given in 1963
and that given this year are realistic. On
the 9th October, 1963, the memher for
Victoria Park asked the ifollowing ques-
tion in this House:—

(1) Have safety belts been installed
in any Government cars?

2) If so0, in how many?

3 If not, does the Government
propose to take action in this
regard in view of the importance
being placed on this safely meas-
ure during the current "Safely
Week?”
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The Premier replied—
(1) Yes.

(2) Approximately 2,400 have been
supplied.

(3) Answered by Nos. (1) and (2),

I would point out that in the answer
which the Premier gave to me he said that
1,664 vehicles had been fitted with safety
belts, but in the answer which he gave
in 1963 he said that 2,400 vehicles had been
so fitted. There is a difference of approxi-
mately 800 vehicles in the two answers.

Mr. Craig: What probably accounted for
that was that employees using their cars
on Government business were given the
opportunity to buy safety helts at cost
price, and that humber would probably be
included in the answer given in 1963.

Mr. MOIR: It appears that the use of
safety belts is decreasing.

Mr. Craig: Your question referred to
Government cars, and the difference might
not have been included in the npumber
you got,

Mr. MOIR: The wording in both gues-
tions are applicable to Government cars.

I now touch on a matiter which has
caused great concern to the pecple on the
goldfields over many years. Legislation
was passed in the last session of Parlia-
ment which those people thought would
overcome their difficulties. I refer to
the incidence of disablement through
silicosis, which is applicable to the mining
industry. It will be recalled that a com-
mittee of inquiry was appointed, and this
committee investigated the incidence of
silicosis and allied industrial diseases. It
brought down certain recommendations,
as a consequence of which the Government
introduced a Bill to amend the Workers’
Compensation Act, based on some of those
recommendations.

The Government’s Bill did not go as far
as the committee recommended, but
nevertheless it did go quite a way. Legis-
lation that comes hefore us is explained
and debated; and when it is passed mem-
bers believe it will do certain things. How-
everr when that legislation comes into
operation it does not do the things it was
intended to do. That is the position in
regard fo this legislation. As a result, con-
siderable doubt has arisen as to the pro-
visions of the Workers’ Compensation Act;
and if that doubt is allowed to continue, a
very grave injustice will be done to quite
a number of people.

Last year the Workers’ Compensation
Act was amended in order to overcome g
difficulty that had existed all along; and
that was in regard to people who had left
the mining industry comparatively un-
affected by silicosis, and who, after the
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passing of a number of years, manifested
the disease and became disabled in vary-
ing degrees. Because of the limitations
imposed by the Workers’ Compensation
Act, they were unable to be compensated.

The legislation passed last year was de-
signed to remove the bar that had pre-
viously applied, very pertinent amendments
being made to section 8 of the Workers’
Compensation Act. At that time it was
thought that every person who had come
in contact with silicosis and had contracted
the disease and was disabled to a sub-
stantial extent, would be compensaled ir-
respective of how long ago they had left
the industry., I refer to section (1b) of
section 8 which reads as follows:—

(1b) Subsection (1a) of this section
applies and shall be deemed always to
have applied to every worker who,
being disabled in the manner and cir-
cumstances therein provided (irrespec-
tive of when he was so disabled), is
living at the date of the coming into
operation of the Workers' Compensa-
tion Act Amendment Act, 1964;

I am sure we all thought that provision
would be applicable to people who had
hecome disabled. But we find that the
State Insurance Office is interpreting it in
a way—no doubt on the advice of the
Crown Law Department-—that is entirely
contrary t¢ what was thought desirable at
the time. I do not know to what extent
this goes, but I have placed guestions on
the notice paper today which I hope will
give us some indication of how many people
are affected.

I have here a notification to a man who
had claimed compensation after going
before the medical board set up under the
Act, who was assessed to be 30 per cent.
incapacitated from silicosis, and who was
refused compensation by the State Insur-
ance Office. This man is now confronted
with the possibility of having to take legal
action against the State Insurance Office
to establish a claim.

It was pointed out last evening by my
colleague, the member for Kalgoorlie, that
a worker concerned in such a case is placed
at a distinct disadvantage, because he has
to engage a lawyer who is well versed in
compensation law, while the employer has
the benefit of a Crown Law Department
lawyer at no expense to himself.

Mr. O'Neil: How long ago was that ad-
vice by the State Government Insurance
Office given in respect of this particular
person?

Mr. MOIR: This is dated the 24th June,
1965.

Mr. O'Neil: I think I know who you are
referring to.
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Mr. MOIR: I will read the letter with-
out mentioning the name of the man con-
cerned. It is as follows:-—

I confirm the verbal advice given to
you that although as a result of your
examination by the Pneumoconiosis-
Medical Board it has been established
that you are partially disabled by
silicosis to the extent of 30%, you have
no entitlement to compensation as you
are not regarded as suffering any
economic loss, Whilst you continue in
your present employment your claim.
will remain in abeyance, Should you,
however, find it necessary on medical
grounds to cease your present employ-
ment or to seek alternative employ-
ment your claim will he further con-
sidered on production of supporting
medical evidence.

Mr. O'Neil: Is that from the office in
Perth or from the agent in Kalgoorlie?

Mr. MOIR: It bhears the signature of
the general manager, although I am quite
sure he did not sign it because it has a.
squiggle alongside i, However, it purports
to be the general manager. 'This is the
position we are getting into. This is some-
thing entirely different as far as the
Workers' Compensation Act relates to other
types of injury; and I must point out that
the worker in the mining industry has
again been singled out for treatment that.
workers in other industries do not get.

Mr. O’Neil: Perhaps it might be ad-
vigible for you to wait for the answer to
your questions.

Mr. MOIR: A worker injured in another
industry is compensated, and his compen-
sation is not in relation to some job he
is able to do subsequent to the disable-
ment; it is in relation to the employment
in which he was engaged before the dis-
ablement, That is the difference. In-
stead of this man’s disablemeni heing
tgken in relation to the job of minineg,
he has fo show a disablement in work he
is doing subsequent to leaving the mining
industry. That is entirely unjust.

This man would be disabled to the
extent of 30 per cent. as far as his mining
work was concerned, hut hecause he is
doing some other job and getting full
wages—even if he is employed in a job
for which the award states he shall be
paid the basic wage and he is able to
perform that job-—according to the State
Insurance Office he is not entitled to any
compensation at all.

Mr. O'Neil: Have you been in contact
Hi;;h this applicant since the date of that
etter?

Mr. MOIR: Yes.
Mr. O'Neil: Recently?

Mr, MOIR: Three days ago. That is
near enough to being up to date, as far
as I am concerhed.
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Mr. O'Neil: We might be talking about
a different case.

Mr, MOIR,: Yes. I would like to point
out that 30 per cent. disablement is far
more serious in relation to pnewmoconiosis
than would appear, when we bear in mind
that 65 per cent. is considered a total
disablement and is so regarded by the
State Government JInsurance Office. It
pays out the total amount. It says a
man is totally disabled if he has 65
per cent. disability. This man having 30
per cent. disablement, the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office recognises, as it
has done for many years, that the man
is almost 50 per cent. disabled; yet he is
entitled to no compensation at all.

I will probably have an opportunity of
dealing with these cases and others at
some future time, so I will leave the sub-
ject at the moment except to say that
there is another anomaly. Previously if
a man had silicosis in association with
bronchitis, he had the amount of dis-
ability due to the bronchitis substracted
from his overall disability. However. now
it has been recognised that bronchitis is
industrially caused if it is found in asso-
ciation with silicosis and a miner so
affected receives full compensation.

I stated there was another anomaly,
and it is this: A worker who left the
mining industry on the 13th December,
1964, is compensated on the o0ld basis.
In other words, he is not compensated for
the bronchitis no matter how much he is
suffering from it in conjunction with the
silicosis, Yet the man who left the next
day is compensated on the basis of sili-
cosis and bronehitis if he has them both.
In my opinion that is entirely unfair.
The date a man leaves the industry should
have no bearing on the amount of com-
pensation he receives,

I know there is a member of the Minis-
ter's party who has taken a very keen
interest in this type of industrial disease,
and he is very well qualified to do so.
He expressed great concern when this
was pointed out to him. He said he had
no idea the Act would operate that way.
I believe the Minister should take a good
look af this point even though it may cost
considerably more, because justice should
be done to all these people and not just
to some of them,

I am sorry the Minister for Police is not
in his place because the next item with
which I wish to deal comes under his
jurisdiction. It concerns the way facts are
misrepresented to those who apply for an
initial driver’s license or for a renewal
Such people at the moment are being
asked to reveal their age, and if an appli-
cant for an initial license does not supply
it he is refused a license.

The Traffic Act does not provide for
that, and the Minister has gone to great
pains to state that it is not compulsory for
these details to be supplied. My quarrel
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with the Minister is that he has issued two
opposite statements, and they cannot both
be right.

After the amendments to the Traffie
Act came into operation last year many
people made complaints—and I am quite
sure that some members opposite have had
complaints made to them—that the traf-
fic authorities were demanding their age
when they renewed their license or ob-
tained their first one.

In The West Ausiralien on the 22nd
October last vear, an irate reader wrote &
letter concerning something which he con-
sidered was entirely unnecessary. His
name was given and he comes from East
Fremantle, his letter reading as follows:—

On opening the envelope contain-
inhg my driver’s license, I found a
nete demanding the date of my birth.

On entering the traffic office I was
presented with a form demanding the
date of my birth, the colour of my
hair, the colour of my eyes, my height
and general complexion,

This I consider is a direct insult to
a respectable citizen. It tends to put
one on the same plane as a criminal,
except that my photograph and
finger prints were not taken,

I would like to ask Police Minister
Cralg what were the totals of deaths,
accidents and pelice court offences for
the last 12 months in the age groups
from 16 years to 30 years and from
60 to 85,

It will be very interesting to see
who requires driving tests.

I am not concerned with some of the
things mentioned in that letter, but the
Minister replied to the portion ahout
which I am concerned, He said—
The driver is not forced to reveal
his age.

Mr. Craig:; That is so,
Mr. MOIR: That is quite plain.

Mr. Craig: He is required to disclose his
age under certain circumstances, For
instance, if a lad applied for a license, the
policeman concerned would require some
certification that he was of an age to be
granted a license.

Mr. MOIR: I am quite well aware that
in some circumnstances a person must re-
veal his age. However I maintain that
there is a big gap between a person of the
age of 17, which is the minimum age, and
a person who is 75 years old. Anyhow,
the Mipister stated that the driver is not
forced to reveal his age, Nothing can he
plainer than that.

Mr. Craig: Do you want us to amend
the Act to have this enforcement?

Mr. Tonkin: No. What he is saying is
that that is not true.
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Mr. MOIR: I thought I made it plain
enough. What I am saying is that the
Minister says one thing on the one hand
and something else on the other, which I
will show presently. I have tried to ascer-
tain by questioning the Minister what the
law is. 1Is it compulsory for a person to
supply his age, or is it not compulsory?
That is what I want to know.

Mr. Craig: It is in certain circumstances.

Mr. MOIR: The Minister gave the
answer, He said that it is not com-
vulsory—that the driver is not forced to
reveal his age. He has said that in other
cases, too, as I will show directly. On the
Gth August I asked the Minister the fol-
lowing oguestions:—

(1) Is he aware that although he
made a definite statement in
the Press last year that it is
not compulsory for all applicants
to furnish their ages to the issuing
officer when applying for renewal
of or initial motor driver’s license
this is being insisted on by some
issuing officers who assert that
recent amendments to the Act
make this obligatory?

{2) Is he aware that many people
particularly women, object to
having their ages shown con-
spicuously on their driver’s li-
cense?

(3) WIill he take action to see that this
is discontinued?

To the first question he replied—

(1) The Traffic Act requires all drivers
over 75 years of age to undergo a
driving test. It also specifies that
g person must be of a certain age
hefore a license can be issued. If
the Commissioner of Pelice is ex-
pected to effectively palice these
requirements, it is desirable that
he should have knowledge of a
person’s age although it is not
compulsory for a person to supply
this information. The Act has not
been amended to make this obli-
gatory.

The Act has not been amended to make
this obligatory. Then, in answer to the
part of the question asking whether he
was aware that many people, particularly
women, object to having their ages shown
conspicuously on their driver’s license, he
said, “Not since the paosition of the date
of hirth on the license has been relocated.”
The complaint I have had is that people
objeet to having their age shown on the
driver’s license. The Minister has told me
the position has been relocated—shifted
from one place to another—and then he
tells me later that now there is no com-
plaint. Well, I had a complaint on
Saturday about it, and it is not as the
Minister assumes—that the license pre-
viously showed the age through the win-
dow of the letter. That has been altered.
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One

It is not because of that at all.
use licenses for quite a few purposes.
is identification.

Mr. Craig: Would not the disclosure
of age assist in identification?

Mr. MOIR: Not necessarily. If a per-
son wanted to identify herself as Mrs.
J. J. Brown, the fact that she has a motor
driver’s license in the name of Mrs. J. J.
Brown, while not proving conclusively that
she was that person, would go a long way.

Mr, Livans: The signature is on the
license, too.

Mr. MOIR: Yes; the signhature is on
the license, and identity could be readily
proved in that way.

I have also had complaints from men.
One was from a man who lost his ich
through having his age displayed on the
driver’s license. He had applied for a
driving job and after an interview he was
given the job and told when to commence
work, As an after-thought the employver
asked him if he had a license to cover
the particular type of vehicle. The man
handed his license to the employer, and
when the employer saw that he was 45
vears of age he told the man that he
wanted someone younger. That man was
quite acceptable up to the time his age
was disclosed on the license. Then he was
refused a job. There may be other ecir-
cumstances similar to that,

Cn the 11th August I asked the Minister
a series of questions a section of which
is as follows:—

Adverting to question 20 of the 5th
August, will he not agree that com-
pulsion is practised when a traffic
department officer refuses to grant
an initial motar driver's license to a
person obviously over the age of 17
years and obviously under the age of
75 years solely for the reason that
the person has not supplied his age
for the purpose of display on the
moter driver’s license?

The Minister’'s answer was as follows:—

The Commissioner of Police is not
aware of any instances where a per-
son applying for an initial motor
driver's license has objected (o sup-
plying his date of birth.

The Minister completely dodged the ques-
tion. He did not even try one of the
smart answers. He completely dodged it.
He said, “The Commissioner of Police is
not aware . . .” If the Minister is not
aware that it is going on, I will teil him
it is, because I have tested it out myseli.
1 asked an issuing officer if he would issue
an initial license to & person who did not
supply his age, and the answer was “No."”
When I asked him if he was aware that
the Act did not require a driver who was
not 17 years of age or 18 years of age,
and not 75 years of age, to supply his age,
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he answered that he did not k:m’)w but
his instructions were that everybody had
to give his age irrespective of what it was,

Mr. Lewis; It would be entered on the
original application.

Mr. MOIR: If the Minister for Educa-
tion will be patient—

Mr, Lewis: I was merely asking you a
question.
Mr. MOIR: 1 went to a police station

in the mefropolitan srea last year to re-
new my license, and when I approached
the counter I ohserved a liftle notice pasted
on the plass partition stating that owing
to a recent amendment to the Act it was
necessary to supply one's age. When 1
tendered the money the person behind
the counter tapped on the glass and
pointed to the notice. I told him I had
seen the notice but did not have to supply
my age. He looked at me and said he
would not renew the license. I told him
to make up his mind, and he said he could
send me back to Kalgoorlie, However, he
said he would renew it on this occasion,
and I got my license.

At the Water Supply Department, in
Kalgoorlie, where licenses are renewed,
the officials know full well that the age is
not necessary, because when I asked the
same question there they said it was not
compulsory. They sald they did not care
whether the age was supplied; so long as
the money was tendered they would renew
the license, I received & letter from the
commissioner, and I have acquainted the
Minister with the contents of the letter.
It was a circular and it read as follows:—

Dear Sir/Madam,
A recent amendment to the Traffic
Act makes it necessary for the age of
all motor drivers to be recorded. When
applying for a renewal of your license
you omitted to show your date of
hirth. To avoid inconvenience your
license has heen renewed .
I ask the Minister to note that.
continue—
... and I would appreciate your co-
operation by endorsing the date,
month and year of your birth in the
space provided above, On completion,
the form should be posted to the above
address or left at any police station
gr traffic office.

I acquainted the Minister with those
details in a question I asked as follows:—
As this is obviously designed to convey
the impression that the tendering of
the informadtion is obligatory, will he
take steps to have this discontinued?
And the answer which the Minister gave
to me is really a gem. He said—
I 4o not agree that the letter infers
compulsion and it is not intended to
change the procedure.

That was after being informed that in
order to avoid inconvenience, the license
had bheen renewed. Would it not be a

To
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correct assumption to say that if the
department was not concerned about
affording me inconvenience, it would not
have renewed the license? But to avoid
inconvenience to me it did renew the
license.

Mr. Lewis: It was a special concession.

Mr. MOIR: Reverting to the letter
purporting to be from the Commissioner
of Police—I can see by the usual squiggle
under the signature that it was not that
of the Commissioner of Police—he gquoted
a section of the Act which makes it neces-
sary far the age to be supplied. However,
on looking up the section of the Act he
has quoted, I find that it does no such
thing. He has quoted section 23 (2) (¢).
It reads as follows:—

Has demonstrated his ability to
control the class of motor vehicle for
which the appropriate driver's license
is sought; and . . ,

I take it that section applies to a person
initially applying for a license. I do not
see what it has to do with the question
I had asked. The other section auoted to
me was section 24 (5) which is as fol-
lows:—

The Commissioner of Police shall
not renew a driver's license, in the
case of a license holder aged seventy-
five years or more, but less than
eighty years, unless the license holder
has, within the past three years,
satisfied him, and, in the case of a
license holder aged eighty years or
more, until the license helder again
satisfies him, that he conforms with
the requirements of paragraph (¢) of
subsection (2) of section twenty-three
of this Act.

I do not think that section requires a
license holder to state his age. However,
I believe the Act should be amended to
make it an offence for a person of that
age to attempt to drive without first
having had the necessary examination.

I know there was a lot of controversy
over this point last year and I think the
Minister’s difficulty is caused by the fact
that the onus is placed on the Commis-
sioner of Police when it should be placed
on the person holding the license. The
Act should be amended to provide that a
person of 70 years of age or over, or at
the age of 75 years, should, when he has
to demcnstrate his ability to drive, dis-
close his age; and the onus should be
placed on him and not on the Commis-
sioner of Police in that regard.

We have the spectacle of the Minister
stating emphatically that the age does
not have to ke disclosed, and at the same
time he says the commissioner has to
know the age. T think the Minister
should look at the whole position; and, if
he considers it necessary, the Act should
be amended to provide for it. He should
not be giving this sert of reply to a
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member whe asks a question. I am not
asking for information for myself; I am
asking for it on behalf of people who
come to me about these problems and
want to know the position. There are
people who object to disclosing their age.
Most of the complaints I have had have
come from women, and I think they are
entitled to object.

I do not think a person should have to
carry all sorts of information about with
him. I Eknow the police consider it
desirable to have everybody's fingerprints
recorded; but it would not be desirable,
at least in my view, if people had to carry
a card in their pockets or in their wallets
showing their fingerprints.

Mr. Cremmelin: Some fellows are proud
of their age., A young fellow in Claremont
last year applied for and got his license
at the age of 85. He did not mind putting
his age on the license.

Mr. MOIR: He may be able to drive a
lot better than some at the other end of
the scale.

Mr. Crommelin: I wouldn’t drive with
him.

Mr, MOIR: On the other hand, he might
not want to drive with you, either!

Mr. Evans: He may not vote for the
honourable member if he reads Hansard.

Mr. MOIR: We all know some elderly
people who are able to drive quite well—
some of them a lot ketter than young
people—and there are young people who
cannot drive at all, although they think
they are very good drivers. I think many
accidents are caused by people who think
they are a lot better drivers than they
rezlly are.

I hope, if I have a need to ask the Min-
ister for Police questions about other mat-
ters, that he will not equivocate in this
manner. Since he has been in Parliament
I have had = fairly good opinion of him,
but I must confess that the answers he
has given me, and the answers he has given
to some other members on this side of the
House, have shaken my confidence in his
veracity.

Mr. Craig: I will try to restore it for you.

Debate adjourmed, on motivm by Mr.
Gayfer.

BILLS (2): RETURNED
1. Constitution Acts Amendment Bill.

2, Parliamentary Allowances Act Amend-
ment Biil.

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

House adjourned at 10.31 p.m.
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